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THE INDIAN FOUR CYLINDER CLUB INC. WAS ORGANIZED....

....T0 HELP MEMBERS AND OWNERS OF THE INDIAN FOUR TO

MAINTAIN AND RESTORE THESE FAMOUS MACHINES.

....TO HELP AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE TO LOCATE PARTS TO KEEP THE

INDIAN FOUR FROM BECOMING OBSOLETE.

....THAT THE INDIAN FOUR CYLINDER CLUB INC. SHALL BY NO MEANS
) BE EXPLOITED IN ANY WAY OR FALL INTO UNSCRUPULOUS HANDS TO BE

RULED OR RUN FOR THE BENEFIT OF ANY ONE INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP

%1 OF INDIVIDUALS. IT SHALL REMAIN AS WAS ORIGIONALLY ORGANIZED
R 0. 1y PURPOSE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE INDIAN FOUR MOTORCYCLE

ié%f? OWNERS OR OWNERS OF HENDERSON, PIERCE, OR OTHER SUCH FOUR
f" > CYLINDER MOTORCYCLES AS THE MEMBERS DEEM ACCEPTABLE TO THE

....T0 PROMOTE GOOD FELLOWSHIP AND TRUST AMONG MEMBERS.
....T0 ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO TAKE AN ACTIVE PART IN
HELPING THE CLUB GROW.

OFFICERS, INDIAN FOUR CYCLINDER CLUB INC. 1973 - 1974
PRESIDENT . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. ... ....JOHN E. WICKHAM
VICE-PRESIDENT . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... .... . .CHUCK MYLES
SECRETARY ., . . . . . . . . ... ... . ... . .DR. CLAUDE WALTERS
TREASURER . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. .....CASPER BARNES
TRUSTEE FOR 3 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .DAVE SLOAN
TRUSTEE FOR 2 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . .DAVID BOZUNG
TRUSTEE FOR T YEAR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... .ED WOLSKI
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS . . . . . . . . . . ... . ... .. .GEORGE YOUNG
REFEREE . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... .. .... .. BOBALDRICH
ASSIST. REFEREE

REPORTER

INDIAN FOUR CYLINDER NEWS

EDITOR, 1966 - 1967 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... CECIL HASSER
EDITOR, 1968 - 1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JOHNE. WICKHAM
EDITOR, 1970 - © e s« « o« o o o o . o . .. . THOMAS J. MILES

ASSISTANT EDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... A FELDMAN
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One of our active members of the Detroit, Michigan area is

Don Knapke and the four on our cover is Don's chocolate brown
machine, Don's machine has been a trophy winrer several times
and its preformance exceptional, This machine is in excellent
mechanical cendition and under Don's care will be around for a
long time yet. The picture was taken on the track at the
Traveler's Motorcycle Club in Toledo, Chio, Look for it and all
those other beauties at the 1975 Amual Meet at the Seneca County
Fair Grounds in Tiffin, Ohio, August 9 = 10, 1975,

The Indian Four Motorcycle News is published four timés each year for the members
of the Indian Four Cylinder Club Ince.. Price of the magazine is included in the

membership fee of $10,00 annual dues, mailed to the treasurer, Casper Barnes,
Hawaiian Village 63rd Ave., 6323 Tahitian Dr,, Bradenton, Florida 33507.

The Indian Four Cylinder Club is a non-profit Club, incorporated in the State of
Ohioo 'The Indian Four News is published by Thomas J. Miles, Printing and Photo=
graphy, RR 5 Box 2, Findlay, Ohio 458L0. The magazine is available to non-members
for $10,00 per year comtribution or #2.50 per single copy, mailed to the treasurer.,
Applications for membership in the Indian Four Cylinder Club should be sent to the
Treasurer.
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Club Annual Meeting

The reetinrg was called to order, President Jchn Wickham presiding.

-~

The invecatiorn was aiven by Rev, Thoras Miles,’

¢

sheet weas nassed hv the Secretary to be sianced by
2 Morheorcship Yist attached renaratelv,

o ', P e ~ 1 \ LT T
ant E‘_F;C‘d T o reaGino ¢ new nmharg

Mr. Casper Parnes read a2 list o7 now reriore asd suhscribers,

3 N .
Jaclk Maurer macde a rotion to accent these new renbers. Ed Walski
‘seconced the cotion,  Motion pasced,

A moticon was made by Ed Valski for the Treasurer to pay all out-

stardine bille for vho Club.,  Seconded by Steve Savery., Motion
passed, ,

I - t - [ : 2

Casper Rarnes cave the Treasurer's report. A copy of the report
is attacher ceparatetv,

made a notion to accant rhc report, Motion seconded.
aer. “”t*on passed,

»rae Youno to raise the annual Club dues

or t
tale effect Janucry 1, 1975, Seconded

rade to table tho preceeding notion, Seconded by

ek isls agcern.,

orald Thamag nmade A rotion to raise the dues., Seconded by Mr.

Eecler, ation failacd,



Or. Farl Chalfant made a motion to anend the articles of the
constitution and bylaws of the Indian Four “.ylindar Club,
Incorporated to accept, as a charter nembar, Tl Delaware
Vailey Regional Chapter of the Indian Four Cylinder Cluhb,
Incorporatec. Secondea by Jack Manrar,  larise passed.

A motion was made by Ronald Thomas to accrnt The lelaware
Regional Valley Chapter of the indian Four Cyiinder Club,
Incorporated ac a charter member of the indias Four Cylinder
Club of America. Secconded bv Dr. Farl Chalfant. Motion
passed. : :

A motion was made by George Young to accept the minutes of
the previous year's minutes as read. Seconded by Ur. Earl
Chalfant. Motion passed.

Dr. Earl Chalfant made a motion that an insurance policy be
purchased to cover the Club on any future events, Seccnded
by Whitey Metzger. Motion passed.

A motion was entertained by the floor to acdjourn. Mcticn
passed.

At an approved executive meeting, the April, 1975 neeting is
to'be held on the third Sunday, April 2G, at Tiffen, Chio.
Motion was made by Dave Slcan. Seconded by Fd Valski. Motion
passed.

President Wickham appointed Dave Slcan as chairman of the
insurance committee.

President Wickham called for adjournment.

Balance on hand, December 31, 1973 $2,155,00
beposit to July 31, 1974 2,657.00

$L,812.0

- ],

Balance on hand-8/10/74 $2,085,57

AM.A, PR 23.00
Treasurer Supplies 103,24
Thomas Miles 1,533.4L4
Trophics 130.77
Ground Rental 6.50
Checkered Flag 15.60
Sccretary [xpense k3,88

Total Evponses  $1,856.43



Although we printed several pictures of the 1974 Annual Meet Art Smith of Valpariso,
Indiana sent us the pictures on the following pages. Art got some that we missed
and some that we didn't miss especially when Art was pointing the camera right at us,.

1941 Four and Sidecar.

Dave Henry, Coatsville, Penn., 1931 Four
yellow and blacke

Cliff Cochran's mobile camper with the
trailer hitched, and in the foreground
Cliffts beautiful red four.

Several Fours parked at the meet,

Fred Provin's white 1940 Tndian Four




Whitey Metzger works to keep his noggin
level, anl bhat cup of water in place.

nre

Milt Mehl's fine early Henderson Four
in the forsground, and your editor with
camera, and Dave Sloan trustee of the
Club.

No matter how smooth the four runs
and howr hard the contestant trys

to keep it all under control, the

cup of water placed on top of his
head, toppled right over his

forehead and face - a very embarassirg
sitration,

Indian Z=L49 Vertical Twin.

Fred Provin of Heath, Ohio, seated on
old Harley racer which Fred rode around the
193050




Lo 0 B = ts, Art Smith, Paul George,
and Tav: Hemry,

A remodeled Chief

Juns Mezt of Indian Four Club

Loaded and ready for the meet, or headed for
home «

The 197 Summer meet of the ) Club.
Sent in by Ralrh L. Javens, Shawnee Dr.,
Indian lieadows, Dover, Ohio




A few letters from our readers

From L, H, Andermann

7718 Clarendon Hills Rd
Clarendon Hills, Illinois

= = Just coull not make it to the last August meet. Always enjoy it and
meet new people every time I have been there, ' N ;

I have a 39 four and it is out on the road in the summer time, Never ceases
to have someone comment on it., Usually the first thing said is ® what is it".
I hear this comment many times = do they still make them - and so one

Welly, it is fun and I am glad to belong to the club.

Le He Andermann
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From Cliff and Dorothy Cochran

From

220 E, Mariposia St
Dinuba, California 93618

- = = hawe always enjoyed the Club magazine and talking t6 you at the meets
and my wife also has enjoyed talking to you and your wife,

As usual I am planning to come back again this year but if I don't show up
you will know its the gasoline shortagey which I am sure will be even greater
this yesr. The govermment seems bound and determined to hold it backe

I am very fond of that great gang back there and hope to see them every year,

Cliff and Dorothy Cochran
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Stacy Re Hart
Box 766
Littlefield, Texas 79339

= = = I first noticed thers were Indian motorcycles back in the thirties in
a little town with less than 1200 people, with one paved street reaching from
the business part to the school part and in between where I lived,

I was one of the very lucky people living in this small town as I had a ring
side or road side seat of these fiwve or six red Indian fours as they would

go up the street to the school house, circle the rose garden, and back down
town (the business district), which was almost three blocks long.

The whole length of our ome paved street being about one mile., That was
enough to brag about in the thirties, I &lso could on ocassiony sneak off to
tomn (two blocks), where I could inspect these machines as they were often
lined parked, backed to the curb, and they really received my inspection
each time I had a chance, Well I moved away in the late thirties and used up
several busy years until one day in the sixties I noticed where Mr, John Wickham
and some feiends were starting up an Indian Four Club and had a magazine
published, I immediately wanted to join and sure enough I soon found a four.
Often wondered just where in that little Texas town all those fours went ?

Stacy Hart



John E. Wickham
President and Founder
Indian Four Cylinder Club Inc,

President's Page

Dear Members, Ladied and Gentlemen and Subscribers:

Here is it 1975 and our llhth year in organization as an exclusive motorcycle
club and a splendid fellowship we have enjoyed these 1l years., :
From the handful we started with in 1960 and the charter years through 1962, we have
lost a few members and gained many,
As your President and Executive Committee, we try our best to guide this wonderful
club to your expectations and although it doesn't always go that way, your
encouraging letters and appreciation make the task rewarding.

A rather small problem exists for our June meet and we hope to solve it at the April
business meet, By unanimous vote at the '7l Annual Meet, it was decided to go to the
Seneca County Fair Grounds in Tiffin, Ohio. However, the June meet that was usually
held at the same place as the anmual mee}, question arose about the cost of the
Tiffin Fair Grounds for both meets, June and August. The April Business meet is to
be held at the Millstream Ramblers Motorcycle Club at Findlay, Ohio to decide on

the location of the June meet,

Since we met at the Dux Club last year for both meets, I contacted the Dux to
consider the June meet alone for 1975 I could not set any date until we held our
April business meet. Most clubs meet early in the year to make up their yearly
schedules and they had already set dates for June, I have written them again

and to date have not received an answer, The Traveler's Club of Toledo where we
formerly met for both June and August, has had a complete change of club officials
and expressed desire for us to return there to hold our meets. No concession or
conformation or agreements have been made on the June meet or any meets for 1976,



We bring these facts to your attention for complaints have been numerous about last
year'!s meets at the Dux., Many emphatically state they will not return there and we
are glad for their opinions, You the members of the Club and our many friends have
complete right to voice or write your opinions to help guide our Executive Committee
in our decisions, Whereever we meet, don't let your feelings keep you from our
meets,

We have had opinions expressed on infractions of the Club rules in regards to events.
Being an exclusive club, the rules state that events shall be limited to i cylinder
machines only. When our club held the mandate  that all members had to be a member
of the A M A, the August meet had to be held open to any A M A menber who might ride
in and desire to participate. Since that time the mandate has been dropped and A M A
membership purely voluntary and participation in events limited to fours only,

The Club rules does have an exception to this rules, The rules allow participation
for bikes other than fours in special events. The infractions of the rule are my
fault for allowing others to participate and not limiting the regular events to
fours only. I would like to mention also that some bike owners that do not have’
fours feel that they have supported the club for a lonh time and should not be
restricted to special events, This is a prennial problem and has been discussed
practically every year of the club's existance. It will be taken up at the business
meet in April.

Shoulé we decide to be iron clad with the rules, and we forget the special events,
call it to our attention and we'll look into the matter immediately.

As I have encouraged you many many times to write whether its a complaint or good
news, we're sure youwr summers are spent riding your four or camping with the family
or whatever is interesting, Take time to drop either myself or our editor a line
about it to put the story in the Indian Four News, Remember, our magazine now goes
all across the United States and Canada, Germany, Sweden, Switzerland, England, Spain,
Africay, France and New Zealands The Indian Four News is about the only contaet these
foreign members have with our fine club and some of our fomeign friends are far more
limited in travel and fuel than we are, In this country we are generally free to
ride where we want but Hans Arndt told us that it is not unusual to be stopped on the
highways in Germany and be questioned about your trip.

Send us trip story and even some pictures. We might even run a contest for the best
story and pictures for the year.

We're looking for a good turnout at our April 20th Business meet at the Millstream
Rambler's Club. If you don't know how to get there = get on I =75 and take take

the Co. Rd 99 turnoff or the St Rt 613 turnoff. Whirlpool plant is visable from
I-75 ‘and turnoff in that direction, This will bring you out on old U S 25, Between
Rd 99 and 613, west of 0ld 25 is the Millstream Ramblers Club., There is a sign
posteds You can't miss ite Its only about a 1/l of a mile down the road. If you
don't think this is enough direction write me and I'1l send you a map.

Don't forget Ohio members, to write the Registrar of Motor Vehisles to express you
desire for a smaller Historical License Plate for our Fours for the State of Ohio,
We need all the interest we can get for this project. We have some good promises
but we reed all the help we can'get by your interest in a létter to Columbus,

Send your letter to Fred Provin, 371l Heath Rd., Heath, Ohio, Fred will take it from
there,

About all that I can think of to write about at this time so again, I hope to seel
many of you at the June meet and the annual meet at the Seneca County Fair Grounds
this sumer,
John E. Wickham, President
Indian Four Cylinder Club Ince
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Word just reached us that Mr, Robert Donaldy 209 Droeliner Rdy, Oxford, Mich. suffered
a stroke about a year ago and has not yet fully recovered, Bob has been a member of the
Four Club for several years bubt is not a member at the present, The best of luck to
Bob in his recovery ard a meturn to the Club againe
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Fred Provin of Heath, Ohio has been a real
risky rider of fast cycles in years gone
bye dJust before WW I, there were meny
motereycle Motor Dromes over the nation,
and riding a speedy cycle in one of these
nearly vertical wooden tracks required

some real ability. In the above picture,
Fred is on 'a fast Harley Twin on a nearly
vertical track. Like the late model stock
car on the high banked turns at Daytona
race track in Florida, the car or the cycle
must excced 80 miles an hour to stay on the
track. In this picture there is a further
persuader, the lion, just waiting to get
his share, should the rider have motor
trouble, The motor dromes must have
produced as many thrills as do the present
day race tracks, Fred has had his share of
thrills, splinters, and broken bones in
the Moter Droms competition., Thanks Fred
for sharing the picture.

A new paint job and real nice too.
Owned by Stacy Hart of Littlefield, Texas

A last minute Ad arrived just after we had printed the pages of the Four News but
the magazine was not yet assembled. Since all our ad space was used on the Ads page,
we decided to insert it in this unused space.
For Sale = 1909(Pierce-Arrow) single, National lst prize winner, restored, complete
Runs beautiful. $3000.
1912 Indian Twin, restored by Chalfant - complete $2000
1912 - Emblem Twin - restored - replated - runs - $1500
1926 Ace four, complete - ready to restore $1000
1936 Indian Four - fine running - restored - buddy seat $2500
1939 Indian Four complete - excellent running - buddy seat $2500
Write ~ J. Kellogg Clark, 7200 Lake Shore Rd., Varsity Sports Athletic Clinic,
Derley New York 1LOL7
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Treasurat, sasper Barnes received copy of a Newsletter from Canada. They inguired
in their letter about the Indian Fpur Club meeting dates and rather indicated

thai tiey m'ghbt come to the meet in a large group. It would sure be a welcone
group 12 way from Canada to attend the Anmual meet this year., Invitation will
be extendad %o them. Editor

| THE CANADI/N VINT.GE OTORCYCLE GRQUP = = im—-i-
| ' NEWSLETTER " Dee..20, 1974

Dear Menber, A A LT e i
The January rneeting of the Southern Ontario section of the °

C.V.M.G. will be hcld on Jan. 7, 8 pn at L1 Johnson's place,

51 Merket St., Georgectown. To get therc take Hwy. 401 west =

of Toronto to Traofalgar Rd.' Go north on Prafalser Rd. about .

9 niles, Afbter you pass through the villege -of Stewartown you |

will core to a Golf course o the right.  Go right at the next

road. This corner is also narked by 2 Shell gas station (if =

you ernss th¢ RR trocks, you'vé goné too far). After about ¥ -

nile on %his road you are in Georgetown. Turn. left gt the fourth

street (Markct St.). Nunber 51.is et the corner.of the second

block (Park and Merket St.). ~If lost phone 877-1565. - .

Elcetions _ . ST : : : Co
AT the Dceenber neeting dhe annuel clections were held, - |
John Cooner ~residing as Returning Officer. The following slate
was clccted 1oy 1975: S for SR A
President - Al Johnson
Vice-President - Jack Lightfoot
Trecsurer - Dwight Teague -
Secretary - Glen Cavers =
Activitics Co-ordinetor - John Kettle

[

The position of Rally Conaittee Chairron wcs notsfilled
as no one cculd be persuaded to stand for the -~ost. The new
Exccutivc heve becn askcd to approach unsuspec®ing nenbers
who nay carc to £ill thc job. St

OUr ratiring cxceutive ienbers John Cooper, John KobZey,
and Studr$ Motficssn allqdcscrve ¢ general voté of thanks for
their c¢rforts.on 'behalf,of -the group. John Cooper, as you:all
know, - is heevily involved in the notorcycle world as the Editor
of Cyclc Canada and+has found it necessary to concentfate on
business &t prcscnt.: - John Kobzey, K our stalwert seéretery for
scveral year:s has steppcd down becaust of the work pressures:
also, his ‘job bging.a school; principal in Helton Countye:- -
Stuart Matheson, Rally Comnittce Chairnam for the succssful

1974 rally is gotting married and clains hc will be oocupied
with other things?i! I understand thaot he got pernission in .
writing to conc to the 1975-rally. before signing the’narriage -
licence. vaas = sl ; B ‘ ST e

LR P
o

1975 Menbcrship Ducs PR PRl O RTEed o
The annuci ducs. of $5.00 arc, now due. ~Sone nenbers who
joined after Scpt. 1, 1974, but poid $5.00 instead:of $2.50
will have the $2.50-creditcd towards their 1975 dues. ‘Those .-
nenbers will be notified with their applicetions.” Tt
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Page 2.

Contcst Rcosults e R EemEREE
-. 'The .winnor of thc prizc for thc best set of answers to the

quiz in the Novenber issuc is Stan Bradbury of Rexdalc, Ont.
Stan wins a copy of the 7th cdition of Nicholson's livdern .
Motorcycle Mcchanics. This prizc wes very kindly -donated to
the C.V.}M.G. by .Berniec Nicholson, thc author,

For those who entercd oT puzzled nver the answcrs, SG6. .
the attached - :shect. .

The. answer for qucstion 7 was found to bc incorrcct by
John Cooner. Since the Threc .Flags run hos been in effect
illegal for na ny ycnrs there is in efféet no officially
rcergnized record. Tn 1915 "Cannonbell™ Baoker connleted it
in 81 -houns, 15 Tinutes on an Indian. In 1920, Jells Bennett
(Henderson) took 51 hours and four ninutes. Tn 1926, Paul
Renaley tnok o 21 inch Harley Davidson over th distance in 38
hours and 47 ninutes, Fred Har used a 1935 ''74 flathced VL
Heorley which judging from the »hotos, appears to be entirely.
stock. He lowered the record in 1936 t» 28 hours ond 7 ninutes,
John Cooper has dug into his filcs ot Cycle Concda and writes:.

"I discovered today a breif story dated Mey 14, 1971, in °
which a W.E, Bundock fror Oregon d4id the 1400 nile trip in
23 hours on a Triunph Trident. Triunnhs can't be oll bad.

Bundock, 38, used a beer kceg strapned to the bike behind
hin as an auxiliary pgos tank. He still ran out of gos once.

He beat the previous rceord by 35 ninutes, but I don't know
who had held the rccord before."

Maybe things’ arc really zoing to the dogs in the U.S.
It used to be that when a -guy iounted a beer Keb on his bike
it was for bcer!} ' '

A Nuts end ‘Bolts Probler

What with thc nove of Canﬂda to the Metric systen, the
level of confusionm sver nut, bolt &nd wrench sizcs in the vintoge
world can only increasc. Herc, courtcsy of iiecnber Gary Blucstone
is thc definiticm and explenation of the “hitworth syster.

A type of threcad of thrcad not to be confused with the C.E.I.
(Cycle Engincers Institutc) 26 thrcad scries, or with the B.S.F.
(British Standard Finc, or colloq. British Strip Finc) ond not
to be 1ntorchangcd with SI »r SAE thrcads used by the developed
nations of the world. The selcction »f suitable wrenches for
use with Whitworth fostceners is sonetines confusing to the
novice, but is greetly sinplified if these few rulcs-which erc
c¢ornletely true and corrcet are coriritted to nenory.

Vhitworth nut sizes are not in even fractions »>f on inch
excent in certain cnses where they are; o 'Thitworth wrench is-
not the size narked sn it ond will not fit o nut >f that size,
though it w1ll_fit a nut ‘thot fits o bolt thot is alnost but
no% quite thot sizej ¢ Ihltworth .wrench of o given size will fit
the nut thot fits o B.o.F. or C.E.T. bolt of 1/16 inch larger
noninal dianeter, hence of approx. 1/16 inch larger actual

13




Pagze 3,

dianeter than thc bolt that fits the Whitworth nut the wrench

fits; sonc Whitworth , SI and SAE wrconches fit sone ‘Thitworth,

i and SAE nuts.and others definitly do not! e o 4
Now thet cveryone unstonds those basic principles, Al

Johnson hns conpiled a chart of cquivalent wrench sizes designed

to straighten out those rnenbers (including ne) who were

befulddled by the preceeding paragraph.

Inches MM B4 BST ~ hitworth AfF

9,197 . 6

v.1297 5 .

0.218 E 7/32

0.220 :

0,226 6

0,248

0.250 ‘ 1/4

J.278 7

0,281 - 9/32

0,282 3

G.o12 ' 5/16

0,316 8

50324 2 :

0.328 - 3/16 1/8

5/}

e

—

o

>

h
C

A

11/32

g o o

RS R e D e > IR 20 03 G CR

3/8
10
13/32

c ¢ e ¢

7/32
11 :

7416
1/4 3/16

HDOOOOOCOVOCOWUC
OGO OO G
IO W IR A OO >

(=4

) . 15/38——
G500 T 1 Eedse a8 iy ipg it
0.535 = | - 5/16 1/4 ,
o.g62 . - | L zaghyia 6/16

T,
| S
0

. P v 19/32 .
0.600 sl 3/8 y 5/16 , 35T
0,685 * - oo ST . ; A . .5/8
0.629 16" A g P i MR
0 X SRS " 21/32
0.669 17 - : SR iy e
0.687 11/16
0.708 18
0.710 7/16 3/8
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Inchcs M BL BSFE hitworth L/F
0.748 19 \

0.750 » 3/4
0.781 . : 25/32
0.787 20 4

0.812 ‘ 13/16
0.820 1/2 7/16

0.826 21

0.866 22 , v ;
0.875 - 7/8
0.905 23

0.920 9/16 1/2

0.937 : 15/16
0.944 24

0. 968 ; 31/32
0.984" 25

1.000 1
1,010 - 5/8 9/16

1.023 26 co

1.062 -y R 11/16
1.100 11/16 5/8

1.102 28

1.125 11/8
1.141 29

1.181 30

1.187 » 1 3/16
1.200 3/4 11/16

1.220 31

1.250 . 11/4
1.259 32

Ldvertisencnts .

Tanted - Ports for a 1940 Imdiam '74 arny nodcl. Pin to fit
kick start: nedel to frane, front and rear arny fendérs,
horn and seat. Contact Doug Browes, 26 liaple Blvd.,
Ceprcol, Ont, POM 1Ho. - N

‘lanted - Parts for a G 80 CS lMatchless. Connetition gas tank,
(conpetition type sith single recr tob rount), also
parts or eonplete front end. Contnet Buck Buchenan,
Box 811, Val Caron, Ont,.

“Janted - Prrts for '54 ZB 33 500 BS... Gearbox with cosing,
clutch with case, front wheel, forks, stecring ass'y,
fenders, headlight, sneed>, saddle with s-rings,
chainguord and regulator. Contoct Stan Bredbury,

19 Rodwinter Dr., Rexdole, Ont., Phone 741-26%":.
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“ented - Ixhoust systcr for o 1951 R 51/3 BiTi. Contacet Steve
ilcrideth, 1338 Hcary Far:: Dr., Ottawn, Ont. K2C 214,

For Salc - 1972 BITT R 75 with under 6,000 nilcs that w-s
cropped at 50 mphe 7ill scll wholc »r in ~arts,
C-ntoct Doug Browse (scc went o2d, poge 4).

For Salc - 1951 BM7 twin. Lxtra ports such ~s tank, fenders,
whcels, eoscs, berrcls, cte, Cont-ct E.R, .lcxandcr,
144 John St., 5., ..rnyrior, Ont. K73 2N7,

London, Ont. Cyclc Show

Therc will bc on ntique clcss ot the "Cyclc 75 show
in London, Ont. on Feb, 21-23, F-r furthcr inf-rietisn
contact Rocky's Cycls Centre, 395 ’Therncliffc Rd., S., London,
Phcne 1-519-438-9051,

A Notc to Cafc-Raccers

"’hile reading a book on notorcycles I coric 26ross on
interestin observation »n thc sneed craze,
see.eOUT rocer is now conplete, Isn'™t it a thing >f beauty?
¥ an sorry we d4id n»t get o lighter framc for this one is
hecavier thnn nost rocers anl a few pounds noke o lot of differ-
cnec. You will have to get a roir of thick leggins ~nd naybe
will have to stuff scie waste insidc then where the heat fron
the exhaust ports cone ageinst then. If you do not you nay
et your calves blistered like scvercl racers have. Then you
will want a good, big aceident :olicy because several rocers
have had narrow cscapes. You als: whould have the local
constable rciove his eyes beeause this racer will not slow
down like o nice motoreycle will. /hile hc is removing then,
heve hin remove 2ll the grades in the city for y-u can not
ride thcii with the high geer. .Lls> hove hin sell all the
surrounding country for y-u can not 3o very for with your
naching.,

Get a rubber air cushinsn on’ tic it fast to your saddle
and put a hinge in your baeck and springs in y-ur wrists. Hire
a couple of huskics to hell pusk you cvery ti.nc you stars.
Establish gasolcnc storage st~tioms cvery twenty five niles,
and then ride »nly in winter bceeausc your notorceycle will
overhcat anywhere in .ncrica. Beg, borrow, or steal lots of
cash to buy new franes, tircs, cte., with. ZIast, try your
notorcyclc on the road and you will find you connot stay on
top »f 1t when you travel over 45 niles per hour ~nd not over
25 on nany roads and will find it pleasanter when riding about
twenty ~er hour, If you arc then still alive, trade the rocer
to one who thinks he doesn't kn>w and buy o swect running
touring nodel fron sne who does know,”

The above was taken from o book rublished in 1912, called
4HBC of the listorcycle., Goes to show things haven't changed nuech,

Well, that's all folks? 41 dohnson

Glen Cavers
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Between the wars, they

were arenas for great
motorcycle contests.

The names are only memories now.
Men like “Cannonball” Baker, “Crazy
Horse” Verill, “Mile-a-Minute” Collins,
“Big Red” Frank, “Fearless” Balke,
“Curly” Fredericks, and one who is still
very much around, “Dud” Perkins.

The places are only memories now.
Races like Playa Del Rey, Culver City,
Rockingham, Altoona, Kansas City,
Sheepshead Bay next to Coney Island, and
Beverly Hills, where the intersection of
Wilshire and Santa Monica Boulevards in

“*Hollywood now stands.

The machines are only memories now.
Bikes like the Flying Merkle, Excelsior,
Cyclone, Thor, Pope, and of course Har-
ley-Davidson and Indian.

Board track racing was, how you say,
hairy. First, there were the tracks: high-
banked half-mile ovals, like giant roller
derby rinks, their surfaces composed of
long two-by-fours laid on their sides. Rain
would warp them. Oil and gasoline would
rot them. Crashes would splinter them.
Weight and centrifugal force created by
the speeding motorcycles would crack
them. *

But the racing went on, despite the
tracks that were occasionally warped,
rotted, splintered, and cracked. Period-
ically some of the worst boards were
replaced, by a track maintenance man
who pulled the board out from under-
neath the track and slipped in a new
one. It was not unheard of for a board to
be replaced during a race—so there you
would be, going ninety miles an hour,
when suddenly you might see a man’s
head pop up out of the middle of the
track! Board track racing was, how you
say, dodgy.

Racing was hell-bent-for-leather in
those days. You never knew what the pro-
moters were going to do next to draw in
the rubes. In November, 1913, a race was
held at Phoenix which offered $1000 to the
man who could circle the course the fast-
est—whether by motorcycle, automobile

.. or airplane, Don Johns’ Cyclone blew
off Barney Oldfield’s Ford and Lineoln

‘s;(sa%.‘&og st .‘, '

Beachy’s Travel-Air biplane to win the
grand. The motorcycle was still King of
the Road in those days.

And then there was “hooking.™ a favor-
ite racing technique akin to “body check-
ing” in hockey. You just nudged up along-
side the rider next to you and gave him a
healthy dig in the gut. You could be sus-
pended if you were caught, but everybody
did it anyway.

The riders were men of iron. They
munched “chawin’ terbacky” and waxed
their mustaches and parted their hair in
the middle, using oil from the same can
that they used to fill up their engines. They
wore leather overalls with suspenders and
woolen beaked caps and tall lace-up
boots. They had a competitive spirit as
strong as any racer today, and it frequently
resulted in fights—no, brawls—right out
there on the boards.

What was the typical board track bike
like? Two people who remember are Bob
Stark. owner of Starklite Cycles in Ana-
heim, California, and Ralph Castor, who
restored this 1916 Indian board tracker.
What they remember best is that the
beasts had only two speeds: Stop and Go.
Idle and WFO. There was no handlebar
throttle—just a butterfly on the side of the
carburetor. The rider reached down and
flipped the butterfly open, and he was off,
heading down the track at full speed.

So there he was, flying around the track
wide open. How did he slow down? The
old kill-switch trick, of course. A piece of
hacksaw blade was taped to the handle-
bars, and was wired to the magneto. Press-
ing the hacksaw blade to the bars stopped
the spark. In those days magnetos were
very unreliable; they didn’t always stop
sparking when they were supposed to.
And since there was no spring-loaded
throttle to snap shut and bail a rider out of
trouble, a lot of riders discovered the big-
gest inconvenience about board tracks-
big splinters.

On the right handlebar there was an ig-
nition _timi trol that retarded 4
fjﬁ,@cﬂm bike was
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running. the rider had a free hand since he
didn't have a throttle to operate. Accord-
ing to one Thor factory racer, 81-year-old
Harold “Big Red” Frank, now retired and
living in San Clemente, California, riders
did some strange things with that . free
hand.

“Don Johns was the fastest rider back in
those days,” he says. “He rode a factory
Cyclone, which was a cycle 40 years ahead
of its time. It was a twin, and there weren’t
many of those before the war—World War
1, that is—and it had an overhead cam. Old
Johns never even put his feet down. He'd
just pass everybody on the straight, sitting -
up as pretty as he pleased, picking his nose
as he flew by. Those Cyclones made the
Harleys and Indians look like monkeys.”

But then, the Cyclone was a 60-incher;
most of the board trackers were smaller
30-inch singles. An example was the 1916
Model H Overhead Valve Indian board
tracker pictured, which sold for $300. The
four-valve 500cc engine (30 cubic inches)
put out about 35 horsepower, which was
good for over 100 mph.

The frafd€ was of stout stuff: chrome
vanadium steel tubing, with drop-forged
connections. For the most part there was
no suspension; the rear was rigid and a
truss fork-was optional at the front.

The oil pump was worm-driven, and to
give the ride¥s@émethirfg™to do with his free
hand besides pick his nose, there was &

* - ik




Before World War |, Don Johns ruled the
ovals with this Cyclone ohc twin. To his
right is Thor teamster “‘Big Red’’ Frank.

supplementary hand oil pump for extra
engine protection.

The brakes, or rather brake, was mar-
ginal; stopping came solely from a pedal-
operated rear band brake, not much more
than a bicycle brake. The most reliable
stopper was a rigid pair of legs and heavy
steel-toed boots.

The riders removed the niceties that
“civilians” liked on their bikes. They
changed the wide handlebars to droopy
clip-ons and took off the starting pedals.

The Indian Company made a twin as
big as the Cyclone, but it was a street en-

gine. The racing twin didn’t follow until a -

few years later, It was raced after World
War [, until the sport died.

One at a time, the board tracks were re-
placed by dirt ovals, and World War 11
pretty much brought on the last nail. After
the war the English and German bikes in-
vaded American racing, and road racing

appeared. Board track racing was all but -

forgotten. The best riders switched to au-
tomobiles, and the best bikes—like the
1916 Indian Model H -were tucked away

in dark, dingy, dusty garages, only to &
emerge half a century later to be carefully |

restored by men like Bob Stark and Ralph
Castor. CG
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On .the Rockingham board track in
1928 Curly Fredericks rode this
1000cc Indian twin to a world record
of; 72‘0., 5 mph fot awone-/ap average.
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Where The Club Was Born

We have written before that the Indian
Four Club came into being at the home of
Percy Wallace in Atwater, Chio, near
Canton, Ohio, :
Jotn Wickham and Percy had been friends for
a number of years and both had mutual
interests in that they both owned and rode
Indian Fours,
In the late 1950s Percy and John had
ocassion to visit at one another'!s home
and orly naturally the subject involved
the Indian Four. Percy had long been an
activs member of a C B Radio club and
related to John many of the things their
club had >zen doing especially in the area
of emergency service to motorists and
storm alerts. The two agreed they had
Percy's Home in Atwater, Chio ought to start a club for Indian Four
owners. The idea took root and in August
of 1960, 15 four owners met at the Millstream Ramblers Club House at Findlay, Ohio
to get down %o the business of organization. The purpose of the club was to share
hard to get parts for fours and keep the Indian Four running on the highway.,
The Club was finally organized with a charter from A I A and incorporated in the
State of Ohio. All American made four cylinder motorcycles were included in the :
requirements for membership. The club experienced a slow growth its first few years
and its present membership totals over 300 members. Origionally the club extended
only to MMichigan, Indiana, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Kentucky, but growbth has been
phemorimsl, We presently have over 300 members across the United States, Canada,
Germany, Africa, Sweden, England, Spain, France, New Zealand and Switzerland.
Our appraciation to Percy for the snapshot. Some day maybe, two plaques should be
posted comnemorating the place where the Club became an idea and the Millstream
Ramblers where it became a reality.
Several meetings were held during 1960 and 61 until August of 1961 the Club was
officinlly organized in August of 1961, In 1971 the Club celebrated its 1Oth
anuiversary and August of 1976 will be the 15th anniversary.

A few years ago, Casper Barnes or treasurer
and his wife, retired to mobile home

living in Bradenton, Florida. Just after
retirement they had been living in a lovely
home in Grand Rapids, Ohio with lots of
rooms Their first home in Florida was a
lovely standard mobile home but was a little
limited on space. About a year ago they
moved to a newer:and more spacious mobile
home with car port on one side and covered
patio on the other, An ideal retirement
set up in northern Florida, We asked

Casper to send us a picture of their new
hone. :
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He's 80 Years Young JUNE 19, 1970

Cyclist In City On Way
From California To Maine

By TONY MERRY
Argus-Leader Staff Writer
Millions of Americans take to

the open road each year to
spend their vacation leisurely
traveling across the United
States.

But few choose a motorcycle
as their mode of transportation,
especially when their 80th
birthday is only two months
away.

James L. Chase '(his friends
call him “J.L.”) will be 80
years young in August, and he
'ranks in a class by himself, He
left Long Beach, Calif.,, on May
27 with a goal of traveling to
Maine on a BMW motoreycle
weighing 600 pounds. 5

He arrived in Sioux Falls last
Sunday afternoon and is visit-
ing the Wayne Kinsley family
at 902 W. 9th St. a family he
refers to as being “very good
friends.” .

The weather, termed ‘‘terri-
ble” by J. L., has been one of
ithe major problems, His origin-
al intention was to camp out
wherever he could, but the
wind, rain and heat along the .

This week, after visiting the
'Kinsley’s for a week, he plans
lto get back on the road. He
/may not make it to Maine,
1however. He took a spill in Ne-
'pbraska that dampened his ad-
venturous spirit. “It wasn’t se-
rious, just a few cuts and
scrapes,” but the mishap has
made him think twice about
continuing the trip.

“I'm not as young as I
thought 1 was,” he said, ‘“and
I'm not as strong as I used fo
be, either.” J. L. underwent
major surgery a year ago, and
he feels that it may have sap-
ped some of his strength.

“It was my first operation,
and I didn’t know quite what to
expect. 1 felt real good when I
bought the motoreycle, but I

way have not been encouraging.

| “The first problem,” he said,
1“was leaving the 60-degree
lweather of Southern California
i

found out later that I couldn’t
handle it as well as I wanted
to. 1 don’t have that strong
grip anymore.” ° .

Even though he’s still heading
for 'Maine, J. L. is hoping that
he’ll find someone ‘who will buy
the huge cycle. If he sells the
t| machine, he plans to make the
return trip to California in a
¥l more conventional style — by
¥ plane.
5| “T originally wanted to drive
{|to Maine and then down the
8 coast to Florida before return-
ing home (on the cycle), but
§I’m not quite as ambitious now
as I was then,”” he said.

Why did he want to make the
iltrip in the first place?
“There was nothing else to
¢ do!”

for the 105-degree weather of
the desert.” He was forced to
istay an extra day in an air-
conditioned mote] in the South-
west to “get his wind back.”
Tornados (16 of them) halted

his trip in northern Texas, and
the high winds of Oklahoma
blew the cycle “all over the
road.” The rain wasn’t a major
problem as far as the cycle was
i concerned, but, “It got me real
ilwet,” he said.

| He’s only had one bad spill §
lin all his years of motorecycling,
!which constitutes about 58
|years of his life. In 1913, in
jLeavenworth, Kan., he fell,
landing on his head, when the °
eycle on which he was riding
hit a loose brick in the road.

L L. CHASE gets a first-hand look at America from
his perch on the back of a 600-pound motorcycle, Possessing
a tremendous desire to travel, last summer he covered
over 10,000 miles in his pick-up camper.

(Photo by Jim Collins)
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-ADS -

For 3ale = 1941 Indian shaft drive, real
nice with skirted fenders, have everything
to return it to military configuration.
$2500,
1940 Indian Four, an older restaration
with 18,000 origional miles. Won several
"most origional trophies®. $3500.
1941 Indian military 7hl. $950.
1938 Chief, complete and running but needs
restoration. $500,
Write or call Marlen Baerenwald

2595 Emerald Dr,

Jonesboro, Georgia

Phe LOl-l78-1712

For Sale = 1913-1l;~15 Henderson L
engine for sale or trade for
Herderson KJ or KL engine,
Write Randy Nelson
3201 - 22nd Ave So.
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55407

Wanted - Indian Four = give year and
model,
Write =« Ralph L, Javens

153 Shawnee Drive

Indian Meadows

Dover, Ohio LL662

For Sale = 1945 Indian twin = 500cc,
Tuns good - $500.
Jre Scoub, army bike, good condition -
runs well,
Write = Earl Bray Jr.

1411 5th St.

Ste. Paul Park, Minnesota 55071

Wanted - Top dollar for Indian Four
sidecar in A-l shape, and fittings.,
Write or call = Fred Provin

371 Heath Rd,

113055

Pho 611-522-519)

Wanted - Seat spring mounting posts,
type used with rubber, 1939 Indian four
fork lock for 1939 Indian four.

Wanted - parts and information on
side car wheel, bushings and bearing
for 1938 Indian Four.

Wanted -~ Origional Indian brochures,

all years, or reproductions.

Write or call - Frank Krawiec
Rt 3 Box 165-C2
Roanoke, Texas 76262
Ph. 817-430-1606

Wanted - One complete or parts of the
assembly of the seat suspension on
early model fours. Models without
seat poste.

One good unbroken exhaust manifold
for early model Indian fours.

One mint pair of leather sadudlebags
for early model Harley panheads,

One set of four, llmm sprok-plugs of
same heat range for use in fours.

One spotlight bar and pair of spotlights

used on early fours or any part of
each

Wanted - tool box, exhaust pipes, rear
fender, complete air cleaner assembly.
Clutch pedal ratchet, instrument panel,
all origional 1938 Indian four.
Write - George Chatfield
Box 30k 11930
Anngansett, Long Island, N.Y,

28

For Sale or trade = One 1952 or 53
German Steib sidecar with hydraulic
brakes, Needs work but restarable,
Will sell or trade for Indian or
Harley side car,

Two early model Villiers with brass
flywheel, Street model and what appears
to be a board racer or dirt tracker.
Write or call Gerald Neighbors

807 Crosley St,

West Monroe, Louisiana

71291

Ph 325=359)




For Sale - I am a former Indian Four
Club member but due to my impending
retirement to a mobile home with limited
space, I was forced to dispose of my
1941 Four and my collection of Indian
Four Nagazines that I would like to sell
at the going rate,
1967 211 issues
1968 # " 1971 Vol 6 #3, L
1969 ¥ L 1972 Vol #1
I thought some new members might like
purchase some of the back issuese
Write Joseph P, Larweth
R 1 Box 403
Fontana , Wisconsin 53125

1970 all issues

Silvan Goeser, 1710 = 2nd Ave, North,
Denison, Towa 51442,

Wansed = Sidscar and fittings for 1946
Indian T twin,
Write - Douglas B. Green
191y Wildwood Avenus
Nashvills, Tennessee 37212

Wanted - parts for Model DCC -261 Indian,
Crankshaft, main bearings, valves
(intake an | exhaust), valve guides
(all), valve lifters (all),
Transmission bearlngs, cluster gears,
sliding geary main transmission,
shaft, connecting rods (2), pistons
(4),10 = 20 over, Edison-Splitdorf
mag, (I have Ameri, Bosch), oil
pump gears, drive gear for oil
pump, camshaft bearings, blueprint
for motor,
(rear transmissiony, welding & milling)
Write Co Ao Lyble

122 Essex Ave,

Glen Ridge, New Jersey

07028

Wanted - need the folllowing parts for
1921 Indian Four: gas tank, four or

10L Indian Seoud '29 = '31l, set of
spokes and nipples, both front and rear,
lifer for intake valve, L exhaust valve
spw ings, ammeber, light switch,

rail light zksemblys battery boxy also
information on engine, fransmission

and electrical schematicse

I am just beginning an antique

A11 help will be greatly

\3

restorabion,
2ppr eciabed,
Write 8197~ Ranch
Rd 2 Fultbon,
13069
Call Collect
Homs 3 15= S9;-6282
Office 315-593-1100

Y

New York

Wanted - information = manuals,
parts list, pictures or info that
anyone might know or remember on
the early "Simplex®, such as a 1909,
Will appreciate whatever information
or material is available.
Write R, W. Peterson

Peterson Mfg Co,

DeWitt, Nebraska 68341

10

Wanbed = 1938 Indian Four or later
model, or would appreciate a motor of
those years. Let me know and I will
coms to America and arrange for payment
and shipping.
Write Hans Rennerfelt

S 18040 Bratitrg

Swedere

Wanted = Top money paid for Excelsior

Henderson Sidecar, with or without

bodye

Write CLliff Peace
116l Ewell Rdo
Virginia Beach,

Vao_23h55

Wanted - Maytag 2 cycle washing
machine gasoline engine, Complete
or parts. Also operating manual
or parts list. Quote price.
Write John D, Miles

RR 5

Kenton, Ohio

* Sale =« I have 20 Indian Fours, all
d = '28 standard Ace and restthrough
42e Also 2 spare L1, 1 - '39, 1 = '35
&Ll good,
piston rings, The 5, 127 to 'h2, will
have to go as a unit, See name and
address next column o o «

@ o o

These spares have new bearings,

For Sale = New Indian Boot Boards
1928 - 1939, $20.00 pair



For Sale = 1942 Indian li cylinder., This bike is complete, fully assembled and
unrestored., Has all the pieces right (lown to the Crocker damper and rear fender
racke The engine number is DDB=10l, The engine has been restored and rebuilt
to the "N"th degree., Here are a few of the things that we have done to the engin

1) Cases completely polished,
2) Custom made aluminum/tin/nickle bearings in mains and all of transmission,
3) Crank shaft and jack shaft hard chromed and restored tc standard size.
i) Crank shaft, pistons, rods, wrist pins and flywheel all super balanced by
"Edelbrock,"
5) Rods re-babitted with special high speed deisel engine babbit = custom fitted
to crank shaft,
6) Flywheel and pressurs plate modified and fitbed with one of Ken Young's clutches.
7) Thrust bearings on crank shaft and transmission jack shaft replaced with modern
high pressure needle roller thrust bearingse.
8) Engine rebored = fitted with new piston and rings.
9) All new valve guides -~ new valves and new custom valve springs to ellmlﬁate
valve float,
10) Cam followers all resurfaced with "Stellite" and reground to new radius,.
11} Cam followers fitted with new cups and locking adjustment devices for push rods
to eliminabs sxcess valve adjustments.
12) Engine custom fitbed with new light we1ght push rods with chrome ball ends.
13) Cylinders were YParker Luberized" with penetrated lubrication before installation
to prevent possible seizures and future interior rust.
1) Jack Shaft and clutch shaft fitted with special seals and "O" rings to eliminate
unsightly cil leaks and dripse
15) Timing gear cover - breather and all nuts, bolts and hardware on engine has been
chrome plated,
16) All camand timing gears lapped-in to prevent gear hum,
17) Lower engine case fitted with oil by-pass to relieve excess oil. buildup in
transmission caseand return oil to engine sump.
18) Entire oil system reprouted and changsd so oil could be brought outside engine
case, run through a chromed 1¢&deL3 co\_szs cleaned and returned to engine,
0il filber and lines almost complebtely hidden from all but very close examination
to prevent appearance change,
19) Manifold refinished in black porcelain.
20) Magneto completely rebuilt and polished,

)*:’s

Price F O B = $3000, or will consider some fine guns 23 pardt trade. For further
information contact Waltzsr Frick, L30OL Varsity St., Ventura, California 93003
Will consider full restoration if your desire.

Editor's Note
We apologise for the lateness & should have been published
early in Janh@r*c We try to make News as much 3 yur magazine as possible
thus we wait for your letters, ads and cther material we believe to be good material,
A last minute reminder - The April business me tin will bs April 20th, 1975 at the
Millstream Ramblerts Club house just north of Findlay, Ohic., The Pre51&ent's Letter
contains the directions of how to get thers,

The June meet i~ e~mewhat undecided at this date but will be decided at the Aprilmeet
as to where iv will be held. The Annual meed will be held at the Seneca County

Fair Grounds, in Tiffin, Ohic August § =10, 1975, Plan now to take your vacation
atthe '75 Annual meet, The location is ideal and plenty of rooms A lot of people

in that area want to see thess fabulous fours and we don't want to disappoint them

If your restoring your four pubt & little more elbow grease into it and get it ready
for August. We want to ses the four and more especially you,

o3
&)



Join the fun —

Attend the next motorcycle activity
in your locality

RIDE AN Fadiam moTorcycLE




