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Cover Picture
You have been accustomed to seeing a picture of a beautiful Indian four on the front
cover of the Four News, Mr, John Hedderly of Portland, Oregon, who has applied for
membership in the Indian Four Club sent two very beautiful color shots of his four
that was actually a standing basket casees The black and white reproduction on our
front cover diesn't do the color shots justice but you can draw some conclusions that
it sure a restoration and many new partse Four the man that likes to do it = its a

challange,

The Indian Four Motorcycle News is published four times each year for the members of
the Indian Four Cylinder Club Ince.. Price of the magazine is included in the member-
ship fee of $10.00 annual dues, mailed to the Treasurer, Casper Barnes, Sunset Trailer
Park, Palm 30, Bradenton, Florida 33505, The Indian Four Cylinder Club is a non-
profit Club, incorporated in the State of Ohio. The Indian Four News is published by
Thomas Je. Miles Printing and Photography, RR 5 Box 2 Findlay, Ohio L58L0.

The magazine is available to non-members for $10,00 per year contribution or $2.50
per single copy mailed to the treasurer, All applications for membership in the
Indian Four Cylinder Club should be sent to the Treasurer.



IN MEMORIUM

Gerald "Jerry" Tacoma of Livonia, Michigan, our good friend and former member
died at his home April lst and was burried April 5th, 1973

A member of the Indian Four Club almost since its beginning, Jerry added much
to the Club's growth in those early years.

Always active in the meets in most every activity his presence added much to
the competition of every event. Equally as well, Jerry added his wisdom when
business reetings were making decisions that effected everything from judging
to making club rules.

Regardless what the weather was, Jerry often accompanied one or more of our
Michigan members on his beautiful yellow Indian Chief which he prefered riding
a little more than he did his fours.

Once criticism arose in some circles outside the club that riders of the old
machines were still wearing the attire of the riders of two decades past

and the criticism claimed that the riders of the old machines preferred this
type of clothing rather tha wear the more protective clothing and gear for
their own goode To prove the Indian Four Club's stand to disprove this
criticism, Jerry's picture was printed in our magazine as a model of what the
present Indian rider was wearing, This included the present helmet and a very
neatly designed foul weather gear that made any rider of new or old cycles
look very sharp on the highway.,

Jerry liked fun and yet could be very serions about the things he believed were
righte As an officer in the All American Indian Club he believed that this
Club included all American made Indian machines and sought to accomplish as
much good through this fine organization as the Indian Four Club has on an
exclusive basisge ’

A trip with a fellow member to Lexington, Kentucky from Detroit showsd Jerry's
appreciation of fellow members and the distance he would travel o build a
little more brotherhood, It will be hard to believe when we gather at future
meets, that one person we always looked for and expected to see = Jerry Tacoma
will not be theree

Editor



New Member , 3

Get a firm grip on your seat men - we now have the first woman member of the

Indian Four Cylinder Club. She is Beverly Ferreira of Sanfrancisco, California and
ovms a 1942 Indian four, number DIB=173e

Thought you had an exclusive men's club, not so any longer. In fact, nowhere in the
Constitution or by-laws does it state that the Indian Four Club is exclusively for
men. Beverly, we welcome you to the membership of the Indian Four Club which, up to
now, has been all men, but you have the distinction of being the first woman member.
There has been some encouragement a time or too for several women who could have
very easily gotten title to a four to promote the legal document into their name,
and send in their application for
membershipe

This probably brings up another
queshion = what condition is her
bike in? The photo at the right
should answer this question for youe
From the color photo she sent it is a
beautiful black and white machine and
in very good state of preservation.
Beverly is also a collector of antique
autos and motorcycles which includes
this Indian fours

We will be patiently waiting till we
get another picture of our first
woman member and her bikes

Now those of you other gals that we
spoke of who could very easily get
the title of an Indian four in your name, and several of you who have put some
milage on a four, start working on that title and brush up on that old gear shift
four and send in those applicationse, They can't say no now.

Ttem of Interest

The following information should have possibly been included in our Ad Section but

it also has information as a News itemo

We received from Chuck Myles the following item and to our many members who have

purchased parts from Chuck this information may come as a surprisee

Chuck states =

"We have sold our complete stock of new and used Indian four

engine parts to Dr. Earl Chalfant, Brookville Penn., whose intent is the pursuit ..

of Indian four cylinder perpetuation, whereas my intent is a more organized attempt

to supply parts and services to owners of the twin machines, We do intend to

carry a supply of overhaul manuals and Indian Riders Instruction Books for every

year, as well as accessiry parts which are interchangable on fours and twins,"
Chuck Mylesy Sloansville, New York

We are sure that you will find Earl Chalfant just as helpful in securing parts as

you have with chuck andy you will also find Earl very helpful on whatever problems

you may have with your four.



The top and bottom pictures to the
left were in color but for reprinte
ing here we had to print them black
and white, However, black and white
doesn't tell the story of the shape
of this machine from wear and terrible
neglect. Like most machines left
to such fate, there has to be a
dedicated individual with a little
imagination of what this bike will
look like restored. Therefore, he
took pains to get a real good

. color shot before he began to
restore it to compare it with a

- picture when its restored.

We thought both photographs

were so clear and sharp and
detailed, that the close=-up

‘of the motor rated front cover
news. The bike is owned by

John R, Hedderly of Portland,
Oregone He states that the
inside of the transmission

is in as bad of shape mr worse than
the outside. We appreciate such
fine photography although we are
sorry that we could not print in
natural color. Our thanks to Mre
Hedderly for the pictures and
give him front page honor far
sending these 5 X 7 pictures,

We usually like to print a picture
of a good looking restoration

but even a good restoration
sémetimes has to start with a
dredful looking case such as thise

The bike in the picture to the right is
owned by John Sholtens of Michigan and

is one of those black and chrome beauties.
Although the picture was in color, -an all.
black machine looks good either waye.

We would like for one of our Indian
Experts to tell us if an all black machine
was one of Indian's origional color
schemes.




Two nice shots in black and white

of a bike owned by Richard Greco
~of Gold Hill, Colorados.

The rustic background makes the

Four stand out even more even

though these pictures were'

not in colore

The bike likes it will soon
be in real service for it
appears mostly in tact except
for the exhaust manifold,
Each cylinder is plugged offe

Wer're sure that once Mr, Greco
gets it completed;, he will give
it a real workout, And to that
statement we might add = that's
what the Indian four was built
foure, We would like to hear

from him when he does get it
all-together and some of his
riding experiences.

The bike in the picture at the right is a
delight to look at for the origional photo
shows it as a yellow orange and lots of
chrome, It was restored by the owner,
Clifford Oglesby of Warren, Michigan and

a very beautiful job on the finish,

It looks too nice even to take out for a
spin or a long ride for any amount of travel
on the roads will cover it with road film
and duste Howevery, there has to be some
sacrafice to enjoy cycling especially on such
a yellow=orange beauty as thise. Once out on
the road the rider becomes the envy 6f a

lot of other guys such a beautye, Our thanks
to Cliff for the photoe




Iwo photos of Raymond Harvery's white,
black, and chrome four, Ray is from
Davenport, Iowa and long affilited with
the Indian Four Clube

The two pictures at the left were i
color and when the bike was turned
‘around and headed the other way, a
beautiful red muffler came into viewe
This matched up with the red wheels,

To bring a little more color into the
picture a Pepsi machine is just behind
the bike and of course they are red,
white and blue,

We. are just a little undecided about
the one picture thoughe The profile
of Ray and his winter hat and his smile
either helps the picture or takes
something from the four, We'll let
you decide. Ray won't mind a few
letter of criticism or praise,

The picture to the right is a very
beautiful light blue, both macnine and
side care This owner aldo trying to
maintain origionality passed up any
striping or dual colors to keep her origional,.
We are at a loss for the name of the
individual that owns this machine, for in
the material given to me by the president
we failed to note on the back of the picture
who the owner was. If he will contact me
I will gladly make note of it in the next
issue,

Ll




. Two photos of a machine belonging to

Gerald Neighbors of Westmonroe,
Louisiana, and here we might add, an
exceptionally fine looking foure

The color photo shows a lot of time
was spent on stripping and the two
tone finish to achieve an extremely
nice color contrast plus plenty of
chrome,

The Indian company may have produced
all reds, blues; or whatever, but
we're sure they hever produced a
finish any nicer than what Gerald
has on his bike in its two=tone
color combinations India was known
the world over for its shiney red
bikes, but some of the owners of
restored bikes like this one can
stand right up front and be proud

of their bikes tooe.

Marlen E. Baerenwald of Jonesboro,

- Georgia, sent in these beautiful

color shots of his blue four,

The bike is all blue with black
frame or strictly origional in
colors

A cycle such as this would be the
pride of any owner to show such

a beautiful bike and I am sure
that Marlen loves to do just thate
Top picture is Marlen and his four
and the bottom view the other side
of the bike, Both photos show a
very clean machine almost like

she came from the factorye.




.John ‘Eo Wickham
President and Founder
Indian Four Cylinder Club Inc.

President's Page

Dear Friends; Members and Subscribers

L

We have just finished a good year for our club and added to our membership
a considerable number of new members and renewals of former members. ,
The search for Indian Fours contimues on and several have been found here and
there. By coincidence, many of these individuals who find them hear about our club
and what it is doing in the way of parts and help for the members, and make contact
to join the clube

The desire and demand is continuing to grow for all models of the old Indians and it
gives one a good feeling to know that there is such great interest in the old bikes,
It has brought about another possibility - that the old Indian Plant in Springfield
might come alive again building the finest of all motocycles. We are all aware that
a new model of the chief has been built with many new inovations, and we hope that it
is not long before we see those mew Indians in the show rooms and on the highwayse
We realize however, that it takes time, personel, and a huge investment of money and
machinery to get a factory, new or old, into operatione

A promise was made to have one of the new models on display at Daytona, Florida
and, one was promised to be brought to the Indian Four Rally at our August meet.
So hang in there and hope that Mr, Manthos can be at the August meet with a bright
and shiney new Chief, :

We are starting a new season and lots of new things are in store for us as well as
some changes that will be announced later when details can be worked oute

The Club has added another year of safe riding to its recorde We have received our
club awards and owr safety awards from A M A for the year ending 1972,

A plan is in effect to get Antique License plates in the State of Chio for our
machines, The State of Pennsylvania has such plates and there is no reason why the
State of Ohio shouldn't have, To help us accomplish this_plan we need the help of
our members and friends to write your State senator and “epresentative and the
Bureau of Motor Vehicles to convince those concerned that the Anitque Motorcycles




are just as eligible for a license denoting that it is 25 or more years old just as
the license issued for antique carse, Your main reasons for writing should be that
these old bikes are seen in parades, put in sports and automobile shows, and rode
many many miles on the highwayse

We mentioned that some changes are to be made for the clube A discussion will be
held durin the business meeting of the June 10 meet. Decisions must be made at this
meeting therefore we urge all members to attende. We usually cooperate with the
members of the All American Indian Club who hold their meeting on Saturday June 9
and our meeting on Sunday June 10,

We are very sorry to hear of the untimely death of one of our former members,
Jerry Tacoma of Livonia, Michigan who died the first week of April. We never know
Jjust when things such as this will happen to any one of use

A final request = the no fault insurance bill that has been before the State

legislature will include motorcyclese A reminder, that such insurance will also

increase the r ates on our older bikese Again we ask you to write your State Senator
- or Representative in Columbus to vote against the No Fault Insurance Bill,

Have a Safe and Happy riding season, and we hope to see you at the June and August
meets of this year.

John E., Wickham
President
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From A Member

We received a very interesting letter from Mro Jim Boucher of Hapeville, Georgia
in which he sent a sheet of drawings to explain the part which he needs for his
193 four, Jim very carefully sketched the intake manifolds that were used on the
fours from 1928 thru 1935, when the carburetor was at the end of the manifoldy under
the seat. Although Jim's drawings were intended for the Ad section we thought his
drawings and request could be reproduced and be of help to some other owner needing
a similar parte.

The three intake manifold drawings that Jim sent show three different designs

and pose a real question on their designse. The method of finning is quite differemt
so we direct our questions to our engineers. Was the designs essential for better
cooling to disipate heat or to pick up heat to help the atomized gasoline from the
carburetor to turn to a gas quicker for injection into the cylinderse

Another question = most bikes today put the exhaust pipes in front of the engine

for the best cooling, if the intake drawings shown below were finned for better

heat pickup, the cooling effect would be far greater at the front than at the side or
the rear ® ; 3G 3 1

On later model fours the carburetor was moved to the opposite side of the motor
and under the gas tanke. Intake of the atomized gasoline was directly over the
cylinder heads, however, this change did not produce all the heat needed to
vaporize the gasoline to a gas and heat riser tubes were designed to pick up heat
from the exhaust manifold and conduct it to the intake manifolde. These tubes were
kept away from the front end where the blast of :aif would hit them, but instead
were placed at the rear of the cylinders to conduct needed heat betterse

\_}‘]]EE : U ’ We copied the hand drawings that
/lﬂﬂﬂ_ﬂm Jim sent to us and we have probably

% V;//é § confused the readers even more with
M

our crude drawingse

If anyone has some better pictures
of these particular parts we would

" 'be glad to reprint them to give a
clearer picture of what Jim is
talking abouts,

1 I
AN N

Some of our older members have no doubt

= —
— . == <%= seen many of these parts and don't
== e = = "even need a picture to help them

identify the different models, but,
some of the younger members and
Four owners need some assistance
simply because many of these parts
are strange to theme

— Editor
e o\ ——,
il \A_.»:
—— ——)
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Many of our readers will remember the story we printed on the ice sled and the
mysterious little motor that once powered a motorcycle and drifted from owner to
owners The motor was a Militaire Auto Cycle Motor that origionated in the Buffalo
New York area in a cycle and later was built into a very fast little ice slede

In the conversion a special made bell was put on the back of the engine to make a
bearing for a propeller, The ice sled preformed for several years on a small lake
near Buffalo and was finally sold to a person in Cleveland, Here it was when put
to a real teat of speed, that the sled was wrecked and the motor sold to a new
ownere It drifted all the way to Michigan and for several years at a couple of
airports until an individual bought it to restore it in a a cycle, but the proba-
bility seemed to fade as the motor was identified to be from a Militaire Autocycleg
and the company long since had ceased business operations right across the street Irom
the Indian Motorcycle Company in Springfieldy, Mass.

We are positive that this is not the only motorcycle motor or wheels that wound up
as the drive for an ice sled and to prove the point we have printed below a picture
of another home-made sled powered by a twin cylinder engine and the rear wheel of
a cycle with a Goodrich Black Tred Motorcycle Tire. :

It might be a good point of agrument to prove which is the safest type of ice

sled - the one like pictured below or the propeller driven typee There was a certain
risk with an unprotected propeller yet there was no driving wheel on the ice such
as the wheel driven sled which would cut into the ice in fast excelleration. Many
sleds were wind driven and are still a favorite sport todaye

Jhe

Goodrich

Skimming the Ice on a Motorcyele Sled
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A Rare Buy

The Antique Motorcycle Magazine (Winter Issue 1972) reprinted some very fine
pictures of the old Indians and cut-a=way views of transmissions, motors, plus
other particular parts that were used in advertizing materials during Indian's
sales yearse.

One of the wery beautiful reproductions is of the model K Featherweight 3 speed
Indian Single as the ad calls it, and the detail is exceptionale These reprints,
without a doubt, were processed from the origional artwork and printed by a
modern offset presse Printing today, is quite far removed from that of 30 to 50
years agoe One facet of the printing industry alcne is the paper used for such
reproduction, for the paper companys have gone all out to produce a really white
paper. New inks, better copy negatives, aluminum printing plates and better pressss,
all go together to give the quality reproduction. Thusy the reprint of the
Featherweight Model K is exceptional. Our thanks to Antique Motorcycle Magazine,
and the editor Earl Chalfant for permitting us to reprint this picture in the
Indian Four News,

With all that said we now get down to why we reprinted this pictures. We are not
sure what year this Model K is but one of our members has acquired one of these
bikes in very good conditione Mr. Paul Murray, our technical advisor of
Temperance, Michigan now owns one of these rare beautys and we of course hope to
see it at the next Annual meet of the Four Club. Along with his love for
motorcycles and as a one time member of the famous Harley Racing Team, Paul likes
those old automobiles just as well, On a visit to his well equipped shop a few
years back, we had an opportunity to see a vary famous German built car which was
owned once by a high German official, and Paul was restoring for another party,.

In that car was the longest power plant and transmission we had ever seen, It was
an ineline 8 cylinder with transmission attached and was over 6 feet long. It was
built entirely of aluminum, and what a beautiful job it wase To add to its beauty
Paul had just completed an overhaul of the entire power plant and Paul not only
restares those engines and transmissions to a sound working condition but also to
a clean shining beauty like she was when she left the factorye.

We know the Model K Featherweight will also have that Murray touch and I am sure
the rest of our readers will want to see it first hand when he brings it to the
August meeteo

MODEL K

FEATHERWEIGHT

3 SPEED g
PRICE $150.00
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To Springfield for Indian Come Home Day

Although we devoted considerable space in the last issue to "Indian Come Day® at
Springfield, Massachusetts, the Home of ¥Indian", we did receive a writeup by one
of our members and some pictures they took of the old Indian factory,
Mr. and Mrs, Fred Provin of Heath, Ohic attended the greal ocassion in Springfield

9 & E
last summer and Mrs. Provin wrote her account of their trip to Springfield and return
for the benefit of the Indian Four News,

Our Trip To Springfield, Mass, Meet

When Fred received the flyer about the meet, he looksd up an Indian factory
rider by the name of Jim Davis and asked him if he would like to go o the
meete So Jim and his wife and Fred and I took off for Springfield and arrived
there Friday night. Some riders were already at the motel having arrived
earlier, On Saturday Fred and Jim went to czll on an old engineer that worked
for the Indian Company by the name of Louie Albros. The three had a very nice
long visite Mrs. Davis and I are used are used to such visits when old
Indian lovers get together and begin to recall the past,

)

At the motel we met Mr. and Mrs., Sylvester Price of Milan, Michigang Paul
Pierce of Oxford, Michigan and several people who flew in from other places.
Sunday, the big day, over 300 Indian cycles were on display in the Armory and

I thought sbout Four Club President John Wickham how he wished he could have
come along to enjoy the first Indian Come Home Rally at the old factory.

Jim Davis met a lot of fellows from the factory who he had not seen for years -
Red Armstrong - Fritz Bear = Jules Hochy = Freddie March and Teddy Edwards.

Sunday ewening was the big banquet, and although it was extremely hot that
night everyone enjoysd it. The speakers were Jim Davis and Sam Pierce who
talked about building a new Indian. There were several other speakers for
this banquet of over LOO in attendance.

After the festivities we left for our return trip on Monday A M, heading for
Rochester, New York, then on to Niagara Falls and finally back in to Ohio.
It was a most enjoyable trip for all of us.

Mrs. Fred Provin




Three more views of the old
Indian Factory buildingse
We printed pictures similar
to these in the previous
issue but Fred Provin was
kind enough to send these
prints to us so we though
we shoudd print his tooe
You may see several names
of businesses along the
street, but much of the
massive old plant remains
idle with no production

of any sort going on.

The new Chief being built
is housed in the old
origional plant and will
have to grow a lot to

use all the old plante
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An Electric Start Chief 80

We printed a picture in the Anmual Meet or August 1972 issue of the Indian Four
News, of a Chief 80 owned by Jack Missler of Dundeey, Michigan on which he had installed
an electric startere. The bike was loaded on a trailer when we saw it but every time
they hit the starter button, the motor started. It was positive and quick, it never
failed once.

Since it was a home built, we thought that others might be interested for it is not
made up of special castings or intricate machining to makes its cost prohibitive.

Tt will however, require a starter and for this Jack a Ford 12 volt and this should
be easily secured., He very kindly sent us an explanation and drawings to give step
by step how they did it and some changes that had to be made for the assembly to fit.
The following is Jack's story of how its done = = =

First of all you remove the seat and then its best to remove the rear fender. You
will be working close to the fender and may damage it., Then remove the batbtery and
the generator as you will need all the space available in this ares for the starter
assembly you are installing. Now that these items have been removed, you need next
to find a place to put them for they are a part of the electrical system that the
bike still needs.

We decided to remove the coil on the ledge in front of the forward cylindsr and

mount the generator there. To do this however, we had to find some more space as

the generator is too long. To gain additional space, it was necessary to removs

the small section from the front on the right side of “the motor base that has the
crank case breather vent and where an extra gear is located to run the magneto
equipped chiefs, If I wanted to put my Chief back to origional I would have to
install a new right hand base with this section on ite I did't want to remove it~ ~
for it is necessary should I install an magnetoy, by I had a decision had to be made
and I removed it by sawing it off, After sawing, I made absolutely sure that the
area was cleaned internally for any metal dust could be damaging to the timing gears.

Since this removal exposed the internal part of the timing gesrs it was necessary to
enclose i1t and for this we made an L shaped plate just long and wide enough to cover
the opening. We firilled and tapped two holes in the right side of the timing case
cover, cut a gasket to fit the L shaped plate to keep out dirt and seal off the holeo
Before putting on the plate an air vent has to be put in it to allow the escape of
pressure bullt up in the crank casee We drilled a hole in the plate and installed a
breather pipe with two sheet metal screws. We cut the origional tubing off to about
two inches long and installed a small hoss, running it under the cil pump where the
origional tubing was held, With this vent installed you can now install the
generstor in front of the forward cylinder.

Using the origional generator clamp, minus the hold on cap. This cap held the
generator clamp to the frams, Set the clamp with the gensrator removed, on the small
ledge and positioned as close to the left side of the engined as needed,

Mark the four holes for location on the base and drill these holes a little larger
than the origional holes. If possible they should be drilled a little oblong so the
clamp cna be moved on the base and allow a little adjustment, This small amount of
adjustment gives enough to allow tightening of the generator belte You will now
need a longer generator belt and here I suggest that you use a plece of small rope

or heavy string and wrap it around the generator pulley and drive pullsy above the
clutch lever to find the needed lengthe Mine used Part No, LILi0O.

With belt installed, line up the two pulleys so belt runs straight. Tighten clamp +o
gensrator and clamp to base securely, but first make sure belt is tight enough.

Once this change has been made and all parts securey; you are now ready to install
your electric starter, and you begin by removing chain guard, kick starter lever
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ratchet,. and starter gear from drive side of transmission. You are now ready to
home maxke your electric starter drive. I will not elaborate right at this point

a list of items you will have to purchase or securs, but will give them as we
progress in building up this drive assemblye. First you will need an electric
automobile starter. I used a Ford 12 volt althought you may wuse a 6 volt starter,
which ever you prefer. Remove the Bendix from the starter, then bend the edges
down on the battery plate and position the starter on this plate.

To transmit power from the starter to the shaft where you removed the starter gear,
you will need to set up an assembly of gears and chains to turn over the starting
shaft for starting the motor. First some steel plating to make a bearing mounting
and a 5/8 inch steel shaft sbout 8 inches long, threaded on both endse. This shaft
is to be a jack shaft for two sprockets. The steel plating should be 1/l inch thicke

You will need two thirteen tooth sprockets, varts number B35-13 and two sprockets,
one eight inehes in diameter and the othe: seven and a half inches in diameter,
One of the thirteen tooth sprockets is placed on the starter shaft next to the
starters The other thirteen tooth sprocket is attached to the seven and one half
inch sprocket with a two and one eighth inch spacer between the sprockets, The
large sprocket will be placed next to the frame in the assembly while the thirteen
tooth sprocket is to the outside, Both sprockets are welded to the spacers

The other eight inch sprocket is welded to the ratchet on the counter side of the
transmission. The regular teeth of the ratchet are machined off and the center of
the sprocket is cut out the seme diameter as the ratched after the teeth are cut offe
The eight inch sprocket is placed over the ratchet and welded in place. Be care-
ful in welding this sprocket to preven the sprocket from warping.

You are now ready to make the mounting for the jackshaft, Cut from the quarter
inch plate the end mounting for the jack shaft according to the drawing shown
for this plate. It is mounted on the seat post tubing behind the transmission
with two small U-bolts. The other plate is an enchor for the bearing plate and
is placed on the cycle frame just in front of the rear fender between the fender
and the seat post. This plate is held in place by four U=bolts, the same kind
used to hold the origional overload seat spring in place on the frame,

U-bolts are the strap on type but should be flatened whers they go around the
tubing to give a better fit

This plate is just above the plate holding the jack-shaft and is anchored to this
plate by the two small right angle brackets, This anchor plate prevents the
jack=-shaft plate from twisting aroung on the seat post frame tube. The next
mounting needed is made from piece of steel one quarter of an inch thick,

one and one half inches wide and seventeen inches long., This plate or brace
extends from the bottom of cycle frame tubing to the top of the plate bolted to the
frame behind the seat.postes This brace also helps keep the jack shaft from being
twisted forward when engine'is being started and the torgue would tend to twist
the jack shaft.

The starter is held in place on the battery plate by two hand made U=bolits the
width of the starter. Four holes for the U-bolts are drilled in the battery plate
and frame cross member as needed, Two pieces of flat metal will be needed and

two holes drilled in each piece to put on U=bolts under cycle frame to bolt starter
firmly to the battery plate.

The steel brace that holds the outer edge of the Jack shaft is mounted where the
origional kick starter lever stop was locateds, This brace is bolted to the frame
by two small bolts that turn right in the frame where origional bolts were to hold
the kick starter lever stope I installed the solenocid for the starter and a push
button to start cycle. You can also install a neutral swith if you wish., I did not
feel that it was necessary although it would make your cycle safer,



1
Last but not least, we removed the coil to re-locate the generator and now it is 7

necessary to re-locate the coil, I place the coil just behind the generator drive

pulley above the transmission cover. I used a large diameter hose clamp of stainless
steel, and clamped the coil to the frame section that the seat post is in. I mounted
the coill and solenoid for the starter on the left side of the cycle,

It all may sound home-made but it works very well, You may find a shorter
generator that it would not be necessary to cut away a section of the base. Some
new generators on riding lawn mowers or garden tractors , or even some of the
foreign compact cars might work just as well and small enough that no altering
the motor is necessarys. '

We are presently installing an electric in my fathers Chief and for this job we

are trying te locate a starter-generator combination.

Some of you may look over our design and come up with something even better and
possibly more simplifiede I am sure that it will have to follow a certain pattern
though, and that of gearing down from the motor to the starter to provide ample
power to start the high compression Chief motore. If you do come up with something
different, even a production unit that would fit easily on other bikes with little.
or no special machining at all, I would be gdad to hear from you and see your idea,

Any questions on my idea please write Jack Missler, 14275 S, Custer Rd., Dundee,
Michigan 148131, or call 1l=313-529-2893,

Jack Misslere

We can repeat our opening statement at the beginning of this article by Jack, that

. this electric start worked to perfection and very quick and positives One factor
about this electric start is the 12 volt starter, which is less noisy than the 6
volt system. It is faster and has more wallop to turn the twin over., If that isn't
big enough and some of you are familiar with many aircraft motors and generators,
the electrical systems on most aircraft is 2L volts and this is ultra quiet cranking
with plenty of power left for even twin ignition. We also refer back to our August
72 issue to stabte that Jack is a paraplegic and is in a wheel chair most of the
time, so an electric start was almost necessary for him to be able to ride his
chief without the help of someone else always on hand to start it

If you know of anyone who has such a handicap or other physical handicap that
prevents them from engaging in such a hobby, tell them to write to Jack for he
loves to talk to others and encourage them to get interested in some hobby that
really mekes him dig and overcome his handicap. Jack alsc had a very beautiful

* Indian four with a side car attached, the same as his chief, He completely
restored the four and the chief and refinisped the bikes, He has rode his four at
the Indian Four meets several times but it did not have the electric start.
This might be a project for some of our technical experts, to come up with an
electric starser for any model foure One of the problems that our president had
was starting his four. He could still ride it for it rides easy, but having enocugh
beef to kick the starter pedal is a task for him so he bought a lighter and smaller
bike with an electric starter,

On the next page we show drawings of the parts necessary to make to install the
electric starter assembly on a chief,
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Indian's Little Shock Absorber 19

We printed a article in the Spring Issue, 1972, Indian Four News, titled "Indian
Diversifies", which told of the Indian Motorcycle Company attempting to use their vast
manufacturing facilities to produce a needed accessory for the automobile around the
late '20s or early '30s. A man in Ohio invented a shock absorber that could be
installed omn any make of automobile. A good, shock had not been designed by the auto
engineers by that date and inventors were getting patents on various accessories

for on the automobile, This particular shock attracted the attemtion of one of
Indian's energetic presidents who felt that all that vast manufacturing empire could
surely be used for other things that would make the company a million.

So, he first formed a company to build the shock and took it to Indian for manufacturing.
A considerable investment of time and money went into the product and since he also
plammed to market it out through the Indian Dealers, it required some special tools

but above all a special demonstration devise that would prove to the costumer that it
really worked. Production on motorcycles was to continue on as usual bubt the new

shock absoeber item was so insignificant that it would in no way interfer with
motorcycle productione

The only real involvement would have been the dealers whose job it was to install
them on the carse By our handling methods today, each dealer would have had to
install either a car 1lift to get the car in the air to work underneath it, or, dig
a pit to drive the car over. They could be installed by using a creaper under the
car and from the looks of the item and Indian's advertizing the later method of
installation was suggesteds Some of the shocks were sold and the demonstration
model put out to the dealers, but all was short lived.

Barry Stelford, who origionally sent us pictures of the demonstration model,

sent us recently a picture of one of the shocks. We mentioned at the time of the
other printing that the demonstration model was a good salesman for a press down of
the lever and the shock responded perfectly. But, what would this little cast iron
piece do under the real road test and load of the care

Whether the real thing put a halt to the prod-
ustion we do not know, but this first of several
diversified ventures by Indian was stopped
almost as quickly as it was started.

The bug had bitten this president though and
before long he had other things being made

to try and capture some of that huge buying
public and some of its money resources.

Of course behind it all was a fabulous
manufacturing plant that he believed could

make other things and not interupt the
mamufacture of motorcyclese Unfortunately,

even the other diversified attempts did no
better than the little tear drop shock and
profits taken from the manufacture of
motorcycles put the bite on Indian that total
recovery was actually achieved and in the

early '50s showed signs of going out of businesse.
Our thanks to Barry Stelford of Terre Haute, Indiana
for this picture of the shocke




20 A Yarn About Ole John

In 1895 (BHI), (before Hendee Indian), Ole John had a horse, yes indeed a very
fine horse, but an inquisitive horse that Ole John called "Chief, And for this very
fine horse he also had a very beautiful bright red buggy with a tan top, a black
patent leather dash board, and miles of gold outlines,

When Ole John was courting his wife he used "Chief" to pull the red buggy to take
his young lady out on dates. We said that Chief was a very inguisitive horse and
when Ole John was out on a date with his young lady, Chief had an inquisititive
tendency to ocassionally look back over his left shoulder to see what was going on
in the red buggye. Noosey we might saye. This being a long and worthy courtship,
Old John noticed when he walked the horse to hitch up, that Chief's head tended to
lean to the right. Ole John soon realized that this looking arocund to see what
was going on in the buggy was a bad habit Chief had picked up had caused a strain
on the horse's neck and caused it to pull to the right when he was walking,

Ole John immediately decided to take him to the vet for examination, and on this
examination the vet came to the same conclusion that his watching back to see what
was going on in the buggy was weakening the muscles on the right side of his necke
Being a large animal no form of cast or steel brace would work successfully to
keep the head forward to allow the muscles of the right side to strengthen, but
Ole John wanted to know what he should do to correct the situatione

The vet decided that it was purely a problem of counterbalancing the neck so it
wouldn't lean to the right. He struck upon the idea that if Ole John would put
some lead in the horse'!s left ear this would counterbzlance his head hold it
straights At that time Ole John was employed by a growing factory in a growing
town as a machinest and a mechanice, Ole John knew from experience that it would
be impossible, and for sure very painful to put the lead counterbalance in Chief's
left ear by melting it and pouring it in, yet the horse had strained muscles and
was unable to hold his head erect. After some moments of deliberation and looking
at his prize horse with his jead leaning to one side, Ole John asked the Vet,
"just how would you suggest I put the lead in his left ear%, and the Vet replied,
"with a L51', .

The moral of this yarn is - never no anything behind a horse to cause him to get
a habit so bad that you have to shoot hime

Thanks to one of our humerous readers for this good story.

A Rolls-Royce for a 1927 Indian

Ed Morrison of Whiting, Indiana sent us the following story taken from the TIMES
newspaper of Whitinge

"Bethlehem Pa. (UPI) For L3 years, Robertflittle Guy" Miller rode to work
at the Bethlehem Steel Co Plant on a battered, 1927 Indian Motorcycleo
The 63 year old electrician retired Wednesday = but his family and friends made
sure he rode out in style. When Miller dressed in his work clothes and wearing
his felt hatgstepped out of his home to go to worky a sleek black and gray Rolls-
Royce was waiting for hime. ¥Good morning , sir," said a chauffer as he opened the
door, " your car is here.® Miller was so surprised he nearly forgot his lunch =
twe Jelly sandwishes packed in a brown paper bag by his wife Anna. "Boy, the gib
guys are going to wonder about this," was all he could tell his surprised co=
workers when the car pulled up at the gate of the plant.
But it was his faithful old Indian that got him to work for L3 years. The article
doesnt't say what model Indian it was. Thanks to Ed for sending it in for the
Four News,.



507 Lolita Gdns.,
Mississauga, Ont.,
CANADA

Dear Fellow Enthusiast:

On July 21st and 22nd 1973,The Canadian Vintage Motorcycle Group and the
Ontario Section of the Vincent Owners Club are co-hosting an International
Vintage Motorcycle Rally at Welland, Ontario.

Welland is located just 10 miles from Niagara Falls and the U.S. border.

The Welland County Motorcycle Club who are letting us use their grounds,
have a race track, grandstand, clubhouse and lots of room for off the road
riding, as well as camping.

Although we have a modest entry fee to defray expenses, both host clubs are
non-profit organizations and the profits (if any) will be used to further the
interests of vintage motorcycling in Canada.

As numbers may have to be Timited, we would appreciate your early reply,
if you plan to attend.

Bring your extra goodies for the Flea Market, as well as your old bikes.
Trophies will be awarded and a souvenir plaque for each machine entered. Plans
also include a two wheeled tour of the Niagara area.

Please return the following, with $5.00 cheque or money order, payable to
the Canadian Vintage Motorcycle Group, for each machine entered to:

Pete Gagan,

507 Lolita Gdns.,
Mississauga, Ont.,
CANADA

Further details will be sent to entrants:

11T
AAOREES . v he vs v niio s e e s ble woma s Si5n o8 8 wiain s da e 57 x m kw6 e 60w o6 6bnwassssssebosssnsses
I will be bringing my:

Make ............. Year ...... Model .......... Displacement ..........
I will be Camping [:] Staying in motel 1

I will be participating in Flea Market: Yes 1 No ]
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2ND ANNUAL INDIAN COME HOME DAY RALLY

NEW BRITIAN, CONNECTICUT - Big Chief Billy Gere is sending up Smoke
signals calling 'all "Indians® home for the second annual "INDIAN
COME HOME DAY" rally slated for July 1llhth and 15th at the Westfield
Fair Grounds in Westfield, Massachusétise

Chief Gere promises heap big weekend for all Indian braves and squaws
with a full schedule of activities on Saturday, July 1lhth topped

off by a banquet that night at the Highpoint Motor Inn in

Chicopee, Massachusetts and a full day of activities on Sunday,

July 15th at the Federal. Armory grounds on State Street in Springfielde
The fun and games part includes riding the parade route through
Springfield, displays and flea market on Armory groundse

The Rally is being chaired by Bill Gere,(Bill Gere's Mobil Station),
281 Broad Street, New Britian, Connecticut is an attempt to gather
all Indian motorcycle owners and riders for two days of fun and
frolic andy; also, to perpetuate the Indian as the great motorcycle

that it still is today even though production ceased in 1953.

For camper reservations and reservations for the banquet; also, any
further information please contact:

Bill Gere's Mobil
281 Broad Street
New Britian, Conne. 06053
Telephone (203) 225-9070

For those members who did not have the chance to go to Springfield, Mass.
for the first Indian Come Home Rally, and see the famous plant where the
best of all motorcycles were built, here's a chance to make plans for a
trip there this summer. Editor
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Coming Soon

Although the Indian Four Club is a club for owners of four cylinder motorcycles,
many of the members own Chiefs and Scouts, and have just as much interest in the other
bikes as they do their fourse

v
The story about 2 chief in process of being restored and I am sure the
following information will be of tremendious interest to the members and friendse
We will withold the individuals name and address till we are ready to print a
picture of this particular chief, but we'll give here some of the details which
should explain why we are making and advance announcement.

The prime objective of this individual is to restore this chief to the finest
restoration possible. From all indications the objective goes even farther than
the finest restoration = the ultimate goal is = better than factory origionale

To accomplish this meant doing just as the factory would do - build a machine

from new parts, only our friend wanted parts that were of better materials than

the Indian Company had access to in its purchase of metals or sub=contracted parts.
Such materials as stainless steel, harder bearing metals and metal inspection by
X=ray and Magnieflux,

So the process in reverse of building a machine had to begin, that of dis-assemhlw
to reduce a well worn motorcycle down to a pile of nuts, bolbs, gears, lock washers,
fenders, pistons etcees Every part was thoroughly cleaned and noted of its place in
the finished machine, O0ld finish was removed to bare metal and old chrome or
nickle plating buffed down to bare metale Parts such as the comnecting rods and
pistons were checked for cracks and any internal breaks and none were found,

A cleaning process was used on inside and outside ares of the ‘transmission case
which cleaned away corrosion and dirt but did not remove any metal,

After the cleaning proces< and all parts were ready for either replacement or new
finish, work was started on the frame reflnlshlng, the fenders and other metal
parts flnlshed with painted surfaces. A lot of chrome was decided on and parts
were sent to the plater who gave a guaranteed finish. Many parts exvosed to the
weather that would surely . begin to rust when protective coatings wear away, were
remade from stainhess steel exactly like the origionale Some of these were even
chromed, Some new gears were put in the transmission in assembly, but in the
assembly of the pin and the flywheels a special effort was put to work at this
pointe When we print the rest of our story or the complete details we'll detail
out the special equipment he had to make ir paralleling the flywheels., This one
part of the motor assembly is extremely critical if the motor is to run in trouble
free operatione We want to give this information for many of our readers who

own chiefs or twin cylinder bikes, V = typey, of how necessary it is: that the fly-
wheel be near perfect in parallel for smooth operation, =

Presently the owner had umite a number of pieces chromed ard will soon have his
bike in better condition to photograph. We hawe given you this advance information
for many will no doubt want to get in contact with him,

The Indian Company bullt a very fine machine but going to such extras and particular
about the smallest detail, they would have been like the Rolls-Royce Company who
didn't much care if they sold any automobiles like we do here in America, but no

car gets out with even the slightes noise or vibration that would tend to destroy
the company's reputation.

Well, enough said - be patient, the Chief will soon be ready for a.picture.
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30 -FOR SALE- ADS - WANTED —

For Sale = Henderson KJ Chassis
No engine but near complete A
(no accessories) $200 or trade for
59 9
Write of call Frank Smith
621 Eucalyptus Way
Mill Valley, Calif
Lol
j15-388=3023

For Sale ~ 1930 Indian four
erte - Charles Be Mullen
P O Box 201
Inyokern, Calif 93527

For Sale - Exact replica headlight
rims for the 1930 to 193h Indian
headlights = with the embossed
Indian names
Write - Murray Bluestone

37 Warwick Aves

Toronto, Ontaric Canada

For Sale - 1939 = 1942 Indian Four

Parts =

1 Frame - Tip of center stand lug
broken, otherwise excellent $100

1 Front fork good $50

1l Handle bars - light rust pits,
otherwise good $40

1 pr. gas tanks - cleaned and tested,
very good $100 pr.

1 Crankcase - Upper and lower cases

complete with all bearing caps and

origional Dbearings. Small welds

on front support lugs, otherwise

no cracks or welds., Cleaned,

excellent condition $275

Crankcase - upper only (1939).

0ld weld on No 2 cylinder L.H, side,

{broken rod) but good job otherwise,

no breaks or cracks. 3 main bearing

sbuds stripped in case. No bearing

caps $75

1 set (L4) Cylinders - excellent, valve
seats and guides good, and origional
finish unusually good shape $80 set.

1 Set Cylinder heads - excellent,
valve seats and guides excellent,
Cleaned (glass beaded) $90

1 set Exhaust and Intske Valwve Covers -
excellent, (glass beaded) $25

(contimed next column)

1l Exhaust Manlfold = New origional
enafiel. As new $75

i Connecting rods - fair, need
rebabbiting $L0 set.

l Cam shaft - Light rust pits $25

1 pair wheels (16%) - rusted §15 each

1 Crank Shaft = rusted and journals are
approxe o030 undersize $25

Write or Phone Gilbert E, Horton
P 0 Box 1351
Jamestown, No., Daketa
58L01

For Sale - Decals for most Cycles.

Finest cuality - long lasting = bright
color, Explain your need and we'll do
our best to supply it
Write Bob Speck = “The Decal Man®
Mtde Rt 35 - Box 338 .
Valpariso, Indiana 116383

Round, shoulder or, jacket patches for
Indian Four Club, Baked enamel Indian
Chief pins., Tie Bars and chamm

bracelets. One ince wide belt buckles.

Round patech is available $1.00
(This ad was placed in previous issue
and other items were not yet available
as they were in production,)
Send your request to name and address
below and price will be sent on requeste
Emanuel Sperrazza
2339 129th St.
College Point Long Island
New York 11356

For Sale = New 28 X 2 Clincher tires,
rims and tubes. New Indian kick
starter pedals $7.50 exchange.

New tank strips $1.50

Wanted for 1939 Indian four - tool
box; carburetory horng chain guard.
Also, used kick starter pedals.
Write Jim Cook

3151 Loyal Osk Dre

Norton, Ohio 44203



Wanted = Sidecar frame and connections
for 1941 for 1941 Indian four.
-Write John E. Wickham
751 Dayton Ave,
Findlay, Ohio L458L0

Wanted = 1942 Indian foure. Need 1942
model with DDB Motor mumber to..
complete collection of late model fourse
Top price if origional and complete.
Write or call = P.Re Goetz
303 Hengenberger Road
Oakland, Calif 94621
Phone 415-569-1203
(collect = week days only)

Wanted - Indian Sidecar (prefer late model
four), Henderson Sidecar (the later the
better) and/or *Flexi" sidecar. Please
state price and condition,
Henderson KJ or KL engine.
Cleveland four and/or Crocker twine
State price and conditione
Write or call Frank Smith
621 Eucalyptus Way
Mill Valley, Calife.
1j15-388-3023

Wanted - Harley Davidson (45") Military
partse Will send list to anyone
having parts of items that I need.
Write James A. Herrman

RR 2

Manito, Illineis 61546

Wanted = Left tank emblem
Complete set of spring frame shock
absorber dust covers for 1941 four.

Interested in buying 1938-39 Indian
four preferably unrestored.
Write Barry Stelford

RR 1

Urbana, Illinois 61801

Wanted = Intake manifold for 193k
Indian four. Also any photos or
information on the '3l foure
Write - James He Boucher
735 Ne Central Ave
Hapeville, Georgia 3035k

The following ad was not directed to
the editor as an ad for the Four
News, but simply a request in a
letter to our President should he
come into possession of the part
the writer needed.
Wanted = a new set of timing gears
Write Fred Provin

371 Heath Rd

'~ Heath Rd
Heath, Ohioli3055

Wanted - set of Hydro-Glide style
forks used on late model Indians
such as 5ls, 52s, and 53s in good
condition and at a reasonable
price

1953 Chief in good restorable
condition and reasonable price.

1940-1910 or '42 in good restorable
condition and reasonable prices

For Sale or trade = 1937 30-50 in
good restorable condition - partly
disassembled,
Write Jack Missler ,

1275 S Custar Rd

Dundee, Michigan 48131

Wanted = Indian four - any year that
needs restoringe.
Write Darrell Knight
1608 So Craycraft
~ Tucson, Arizona 85711

Wanted = Muffler and tail pipe for
1940 Indian four.
Write = Dr, Arthur R, Croft
722 Londonderry Dr.
08Neill, Nebraska 68763

Wanted = Information on rod, mains,

and crankshaft rebuilding and a sovrce

to secure transmission gearss

Write = John R, Hedderly
2111 SE 103 Drive
Portland, Oregon
97216
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Wanted = Exhaust manifold for 1938
Indian four = good condition.

Battery group, top cover 102096,
Cradle assembly 86022, anchor strap
front 11928, rear strap 38l433,
binder bolt 38LLS, wingmut 37328.

Stop light switch L1363
Switch mounting plate L136k
Switeh rod bearing 23B53

Rubber seat bumpers - 3843L
Front fender bumper - ?
Write Bill Fainglas
6202 Washington Ave
Morristown, NeJe 07960

.

Wanted = Vanifold for 193k model
Indian foure ~
Tool box of typr used on the 193k
Indian foure
Pictures and story on these parts
can be found on page of this
issuee
Write James H. Boucher
735 N. Central.Ave
Hapeville, Georgia 30354

Seats Reconditioned - We will rebuild

your solo seat or buddy seat.
The old seat is completely
disassembled and metal parts sand

blasted and repainted. When necessary,

old cushion is replaced, then
covered with top grain leather,
finished and treated in natural,
black or a color of your choicee
Write us about your requirements.
All inquiries answered, including
prices

Frank Tybush

RD 1 Box 78

Troy New York 12180

Wanted - Indian Four exhaust manifold
(138 -« 12), Must be good condition.
Write - Bill Fainglas

62 Washington Ave

Morristown, N. Jo 07960

Phone 201-538-4155

For Sale = 1916 Chief Th Completees
Ground up restoration. Everything
origional to 1946 Spece.se
A beautiful machine - O miles.
Price $1695
Write DeSe Morgan
125h4); Jackson Hill Dre
Elcajon, Calif 92021
Ph 71h=L10-0361

_ For Sale = 1929 Indian LOl complete.
Professional Restoration inside and
oute Nothing overlooked, Less than
200 mi since restored $2200
Write S.Ee Morgan

9568 Rawlings Way
Santee, Calif 92071
Ph 71-0h9-0973

. Wanted = Fender for Indian Sidé Car -

Solo seat, tail light complete for
37' 30-50, and kick starter spring
Write John E Wickham

751 Dayton Ave.

Findlay, Ohio L5840

R ——
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Join the fun —

Attend the next motorcycle activity

in your locality

riDE AN SFndian moTtorcycLe




