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President

John E. Wickham

1897 1976

President John E. Wickham passed away February 10, 1976, at the age
of 78 years. He had been ill and under Docter's care far about 5
years.

He was born in Findlay, Ohio November 27, 1897 and was married to
Gladys M. Fleegle, October 27, 1920 and she survives. He is also
survived by a son Jerdan Wickham of Findlay, Ohio, a daughter Mrs,
Robert McIntire of Fostoria, Ohio, three grandchildren and two great
grandchildren,

He retired in 1962 as a machinest at the Garwood Plant in Findlay,
formerly the Buckeye Traction Ditcher, all of which are no longer in
business, He had workered there since the early 1920s.

He was the founder and president of the Indian Four Club which began
organization in 1960, and was president until his death,

Under his leadership the Club grew from 15 members to a membership of
350 members all across the United States and internationally in
several foreign countries,

In 1962, Charter was granted by the American Motorcycle Association

to the Four Club and the Club became incorporated in the State of Ohio
as a non-profit organization.

Under his leadership the Constitution ad By-Laws were drawn and the
Club's purpose and rules adopted by the members.



To further its growth and outreach to members and friends, the
president proposed a newsletter which was published for a short time
but in 1966 under the effarts of the president and Mr. Cecil Hasser

of Yellow Springs, Chio, member of the Four Club, the Indian Four News
became the Club's quarterly publication.

The greater outreach of the Four News Publication provided greater
communications, technical material and opportunity to buy and sell parts,
cycles and help to the many restoring machines.

In 1968, John Wickham became the editor of the Four News and
communication brought members to the meets from California, Florida,
Texas, Pennsylvania, New York and Canada. The Traveler's Motorcycle
Club of Toledo, Ohio became home base for the Club but increased
attendance soon made the facilities inedaquate.

Thomas Miles, Publisher of the Four News assumed the post of Editor and
relieved the president of this responsibility and desire far membership
promoted the membership to 350 members at the time of the president's
death. A remarkable record for the effarts of one so dedicated.

1976 celebrates the 15th Anniversary of the Indian Four Club along

with the 200th Birthday of the Nation, The phenomenal success of the
Indian Four Club on its 15th birthdsy is greatly due, to the president's
efforts in the multitude of correspondence he handled, but as

president Wickham would put it - it is the efforts of all you members
that made the club what it is today.

He looked forward to the 15th Anniversary meet after the successful 1975
Annual Meet at the Seneca County Fairgrounds at Tiffin, Ohio, and signed
the contract for the 1976 Jure and August meets to make sure the club got
the dates wanted. lany realized last year that he was unable to keep up
the pace of the Annual Meet and several stepped in with a helping hand

to keep the program going.

A conversation with him after the meet at his home revealed his enthusiasm

yet he was nearly exhausted. The Club will greatly mourn his loss for his

" dedication was beyond words, However, he challanges you all to go on, and
and find all those fours to get them back on the rode.

As he would say = " they ain't never gonna die ".

John ‘Wickham's love far cycles dates back to his youth to the early
Hendersons and later the Indians, Riding with groups of friends, many
days of the summer were spent riding with friends on cross country
rides, poker runs, and fixing machines.

A local group that is quite active, the Millstream Ramblers, was
organized by a local group of which John Wickham was a member and an
officer, Many years ago he joined the American Motorcycle Association
to which he became a Life Member. He also belonged to the Northwestern
Motorcycle Association which met at the Traveler's Motorcycle Club in
Toledo, .Chio. He held close friendship with other clubs in the area
such as the Kenton Lightning Riders which his good friend Dave Sloan was
a member, the Sandusky Valley Riders to which his friend Tony Gaito of
Tiffin, Ohio was a member, and John Groves of the Fostoria Cycle Club,
He was an honorary member of the All American Indian Club in Detroit,
Michigan and branch of the Indian Four Club. And more recently, he was
given membership in the Springfield Indian Club a newly organized

group of Indian owners on the east coastas A great record and a great guy
who did much to pramote the fabulous Indian four and the other American




made Four Cylinder liotorcycles., His good friend Dr. Bill Cleveland of
Cleveland, Ohio often met in competition, riding their old early 1900
Indian singles, John and Bill both were members of the Antique club,
I do believe I heard John say he beat Bill more than once.

His four sat in the garage for the last 2 years and John with high hopes
that he could still ride., He found a sidecar frame withour the car and
put in on the four, About a year ar so ago, a local friend Bob Vandenburg,
set out with John for the community of Fostoria, Ohio, John on his four with
side car frame attached and Bob on John's 38 Sports Scout. John felt
completely confident that he could handle it at which time he was around 76
years. His confidance did pay off for he did make it to Findlay, The only
trouble, without the sidecar seat the outrigger wheel wasn't enough weight
to hold the bike upright just the way he wanted it to. So John planned
another ride and for this, he found a piece of railroad iron and he bolted
it to the outrigger frame right next to the wheel on the sidecar frame,
This weight was enough to give it better handling, and the next
opportunity to get it out on the road for a good ride. This chance

never happened and the four set there today as John left ite

His garage far many years fixed a lot of fours and other makes, complete
restorations and a host of owners over the years who just dropped by

to talk a little, However, his crowning achievement was the orginization
of the Indian Four Club during his retirement years, Many retiree finds
himself thrust into retirement with seemingly nothing to do for many
things that were planned before retirement such as travel, didn't last
long or the fun of it all didn't last long,

John had turned to correspondence long before his retirement and

the new friends acquired correspondence made each day a visit with
either an old friend or meeting someone new by mail,

At the meets John was not "the boss" but a respected President and

leader. The next step now is not to fill his shoes, but to select another
individual who - is not the founder for this office has been served and
completed, not the compiler of the constution or the one who established
the Four Club publication for this work is done,.but guiding a larger

club on an international scale, delegating responsibility, presiding over
the Amual meet, bringing all business matter before the body as recommend-
ations from study from previously met committees,

These are not the shoes of our past president but those of a different man
who will not give so much of himself as did John, but possibly two terms
and step down for another to step in,

The history of the first 15 years of the Imdian Four Club is written and
like Georges Washington, also a founder, keeping it all together was the
chief concern. Patience was greatly required especially with the Four

Club when meets met with a downpour of rain and the meet ending in a short
business meet. John Wickham was determined and plamned immediately '
for the next meet. Good weather again brought together those four

owrners as if the previous meet only made them want to get together

all the more,




For this Winter issue of the 1975 year we had planned an article
on the overhaul of the four motor offering several hints to do
the job a little bit differently than many of you may have dore
befare. But we are dedicating most of this issue to John Wickham
and the contribution he made to the Indian Four Cylinder Club.

He has contributed many tips and hints and naturally far more
qualified to do so than your editor who must rely on others

to whom I must send my manuscrips for proofing before I put them
into print.

The Spring issue of the Four News will also have a tribute to
President Wickham containing the many pictures that we have
previously printed plus many others that were taken but not
printede This second tribute will also be a fitting place for
the many of you who would like to go on record in the pages of
the Four News with restimonials for the passing president

We would like to get the Spring issue to press near the end of
April

To John E, Wickham
President and Founder
We Dedicate

This Issue of the Imdian Four News

Many members knew that President Wickham owned a 1942 late model
Iniian Four, a robin egg blue color. The picture on the cover
shows some very beautiful tooled leather saddle bags and the fork
had been modified for riding comfort. This machine is now a part
of his estate which after probation of his will becomes the
property of his wife., More than one has approached John over the
years to buy this four, but he turned down many offers. It is
the opinion of several of the Club members that Mrs. Wickham
should receive as much from machine as possible for it is an
annuity for here. It was their opinion that any offers should
begin at $2500, They are assisting her in the sale. Possession
or title cannot be give till due procees of the Probate Court
grants title.



Services for John E. Wickham were held at the Coldren Funeral Home
in Findlay, Ohio and intermment was in Memory Gardens Cemetary about
7 miles east of Findlay on State Rt 12. Honorary pall bearers of the
Indian Four Club were: James Cook, Homer llahle, Jack Maurer, Robert
Aldrich, Carl Reichenbaugh, Fred Provin and Paul Pearce.

Thomas Miles, Chaplain of the Indian Four Club officiated.

On request of several at the funeral, we have printed part of the
funeral message.

- = = In his younger days the automobile was in its infancy
and many makes were becoming known to the public, Speed was
the desire of the manufacture to sell the horseless carriage.
The motorcyele too was in its infancy and speed the thrill
and ideal of the young mane. The cycle caught John's eye and
the spart of cycling became his hobby and obscession till his
mSSingo

He sought friends who were interested in this growing hobby.
It became a brotherhood to him and very knowlegeable of the
mechanics of most makes. His brothehood reached across the
state, other towns and across state lires.,

fle helped organize the local club, the Millstream Ramblers
and an official in that club, Other clubs recognized’ him
as an honorary member. He joind the American Motorcycle
Association many years ago and held the position of Life
member,

The desire to bring together friends who owned a cycle that
was fastly disappearing from the American scene, he became
President and Founder of the Indian Four Club which in 15
years has become a club. of international proportions. He
held this office till his death.

This is a crowning achievement far one in retirement, and
maintain the multitude of correspondence s inviting new owners..
to the membership and help to others restoring machires.,

This brotherhood grew from 15 friends to the present membership
of 300 members across the United States and 12 foreign countries.

Although his interest was mostly cycles s the club camnght his
spitit of brotherhood and is greatly responsible for the unique
growth. To belong to the club is of utmost desire by the members
and of great importance far amny others wanting to acqruire

the Indian Four., Thus John's basic. desire of brotherhood
radiates throughout the organization he founded,

His family realized his strong interests and gave of their time,
although many times very trying. He remained loyal to his
brotherhood, often over family interests. This did not mean
that he did not love his family for he was devoted to his

wife, children and grandchildren, ‘e had hopes they too would



inherit his passion for cycles, but not always does the family
get so entlmsed over dad's interests.

Love is meny thingse It can be God's creation that surrounds us,
it can be man's creation, it can be a combination of both,
Brotherhood means a fraternity of mutual interest. The man made
motorcycle is an interest that requires help in case of problem
and friendship to enjoy it as a team. With any brotherhood, the
welfare of a friend becomes the love of concern.

Today, love becomes respect for the loss of a loved one, a fellow
member, and the respect for loved ones left behind.

In all o1 society there are many types of people which includes
even rare types that certain interests will captivate or hold
their attention some for a while and others for life. The life
of an entertainer, a minister or as in the case of John Wickham
whose life involved something mechanical. Cycles became his
life, even his creed.

And we believe strongly that God dllows man his desires, his
beliefs and God never interfers with those desires or beliefs but
allows man to make it all a part of himself and even his life,
God does not leave man totally alone but in that magnificant
mechanism, man's soul God put love into as a power for him to
use in any way he wishes. Most of society believes that all
should follow its pattern of God and the Church first, family
second and other interests laste.

John did believe in God first but his interests in the church
was not wholly in the church category. As the church is a
brotherhood, his practice of brotherhood has its roots in
things mechanical, He directed much of his inward love power
in his brotherhood of fellow cyclists and yet much of his love
was devoted to his family.

This love revealed itself in a statement he wrote that is a
part of the Four Club Constitution. It was organized to help
members and friends to restare and maintain their fours,locate
parts and it be the task of all members to protect their club
from those who would exploit and use it far their own benefit,
and to promote good fellowship and trust among members and . .
friends, and each one to do his own share to help the club grow.
Could this not be the creed of any church.

A person of unusual expression, an early life hobby and desire
became a life long passion and obscession, such an individual
leaves behind many challanges to those who knew hime

To his family he was hisband and dad, To his wife he leaves many
memories and he challanges her to recall those memories and
more especially in recent years of their retirement, their
companionship. To his son and daughter, dad may not have fully
pursuaded them to follow in his foobsteps for his passion for
the mechanical., He challanges you to put your love to work in
whatever way you wish just as God challanges us all to do the
same in your own waye




To all the members and friends of the Four Club and all the
other cycle orginizations he was affilliated with = the Four
Club became international becavse and several others saw a
vision of a larger organization through their efforts and
perservence to keep the great club alive and respectable,
He challanges all of you to keep on where he left off with
an even great vision to the future,

As Chaplain of the Four Club, I made my first contact with John
Wickham when a small boy for he and my father were members

of a brothergood of machinest who helped their society and
country to become a better place to live through their

knowlege of machinery., Their love for their profession

became a challange to me young in life and in recent years
John's devotion to his cycles helped build the club and asked
me to be their Club Chaplain.

His spirit also became my challange for I found an unusual
group of people, the members of the Four Clube

As a minister in the church I meet people devoted to the
church, but in either case, it is an exercise of love and is
this not why God created man. It is the use of love in their
Individual, way but it all comes out concern.

John Wickham will be missed by all whom we have mentioned

plus many others, friends s neighbors, and kin folks. However,
life is not farever and John Wickham reached his earthly
destination., He just says - carry on, for I could go no further.
Physical effort would not permite

Five years of illness made his ambitions a task yet the urge and
determination would not allow him to let up till death said - it

is enough, We might believe death to be terrible to man, yet can
you think of death as a welcome task and to know that itis Just

the next stop to our soul's eternal existance. No one cares to give
up life, all struggle to keep it, yet it is release from passions,
we do want to stop, love for many whom we love, and the desire to
make every minute of life count to complete our contributions we
would like to see gon on forever,

But God created for man another phase of existance., It is spiritual
and unlike physical existance. God take man's soul to be with

him and to. the glories of that existance. Can we find joy in the
fact that the soul of this departed brother has moved to his

eternal reward, '

I am sure that all who his life's ambitions touched, will bring
forth fitting memarials, There is expression here in the
beautiful flowers, Each will try to say something in his own

wayo While he lived as was active as president, a trophy known

as Wickham Trophy and given to the honor of that individual

whose efforts in restoration reveal a beautifully restored machine,

Such a person as John Wickham does not leave the scene of life
so quickly but what correspondence will continue to come
and casue the realization that this onedid reach lives of others.
The family greatly appreciates the effort of many who participated
in this memorial service.

Thomas J. Miles, Minister
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NO SPECTATORS

SMILE, THIS IS CANDID CAMERA

12

'A NEAT STORE OF CYCLE MERCHANDIZE

FIRST WOMAN MEMBER OF INDIAN FOUR CLUB =
ELEANGR STEINBRING

BOB SHINGLER (dark shirt)
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The above picture is of an unrestored
four owned by Charles Leatherwood of

Ashville, Ohio, and the two pictures

to the right are of the same machire

restored.

We ran pictures and story on this
machine in the Fall Issue of the Four
News on page 20 but we made an error

in ite We have re-arranged the pictures
to correct our mistake, The machine is
a 1939 Indian four purchased from a
farmer who had it setting in an out
building for 18 years and junk piled
over ite The ideal find by anyone who
likes a real challange,

Mr, Leatherwood began the process of
restoring his find, sandblasting the frame, forks, cases, heads, rocker boxes, cylinders
and oilpan - every working parte in the cycle is new or rebuilt. .

I used a Ken Clutch. I have owned many motorcycles in my 30 years of riding but nothing
so wonderful as the Indian Four., There are motorcycles and then there are Indian fours.
They are truly in a class by themselves., Our apologies for getting these pictures mixed,

The Other picture which we printed on page 20 of the Fall issue is of Mr. Sidney
Christianson and his 1938 four of Chula Vista, California. He sent us a color picture

of he and his fouwr which shows a very beautiful black four neatly trimmed. A black

decal on the tank and stripping on the fenders make it a prized beauty. The upper case
looks like an emmaculate job of polishing to make it stand out with the chrome parts.

The Indian Company was bound to be different.
The left side of this 1938 four shows one
change which otheriwise would make the 1938
almost identical to the 1939 in the picture
above., Indian changed the gear shift from the
left to the right on the two models.

Such a change probably didn't meet the approval
of a lot of owners shanging shifting from one
side to the other. The 1938 was a change back
to the valve im block engine from the 1937
upside down moter as it was called. Cylinders
were paired cylinders changed this area in looks
to a really fine engine. Howewer, this design
repained till the four was no more.

14
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Headgear is called a hazard

Helmet laws assailed
by motorcycle groups

JOHN E. PETERSON
News Washington Burean

WASHINGTON — Are hel-
mets which meet the federal
standard for motorcycle hel-
mets actually responsibile for
morg injuries than they pre-
vent?

A number .of motorcycle
organizations, arguing that the '
helmets are a hazard, have re-
newed their efforts to repeal
state laws requiring those on
motorcycles to wear an ap-

. proved safety helmet.

Many experienced motorcy-
clists contend that the helmets
reduce both peripheral vision
and hearing — thus leading to
more accidents.

~In addition, they say, the
weight of the helmet has
. caused a significant increase in
whiplash injuries — when
motorcyclists are forced to stop
~ suddenly. '
Currently, all states except
" California, Illinois and Utah
have motorcycle laws that
~omply with the Department of
"' -ansportation’s (DOT) Na-
tional Highway Safety Pro
.gram Standard regarding hel-
“mets.

Neither California nor
Illinois have passed such laws
because the lawmakers of
those states have viewed the
issue as an abridgement of
individual freedom.

TAKE RIP-ROARING

Utah’s helmet law requires
‘that motorcyclists wear protec-
tive helmets only on highways,
.where the speed is more than
35 m.p.h. The national standard
applies to all public streets and

‘highways, no matter what th
‘speed limit. ‘
. The DOT claims it has the
‘power to cut off federal high
way funds to those states not
complying with the national
standard, and has used the
threat of that sanction to bully
.resisting states into line.

Prior to the passage of the
Highway Safety Act of 1966,
only three states required that
‘motorcyclists wear helmets.
The act was pushed through
Congress after a heavy lobby-
ing effort by helmet manufac-
.turers and the insurance indus-
try, despite the opposition of
almost all motorcycle organ-
izations.

* By Dec. 31, 1968, 39 states
required motorcyclists to wear
helmets.

Utah, a state where trail bik-
ing is highly popular, has asked
the DOT to waive the manda-
tory usage requirement.

In turn, Utah promised to set
up an alternative program in-

Earlier this year, legislators
in Connecticut abandoned a bill
to repeal that state’s helmet
law, after receiving a telegram
from the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration.

TRIPS

Retirees Go Ridin

In Motorcycle Gang

A group of about 35 retirees in
Sun City, Ariz., makes a lot of
noise on its weekly outings as the
Sun City Power Riders.

Varoom! Tooling down the free-
way in a staggered line sometimes
a mile long, the senior citizens
gi!gw stares from passing motor-
ists.

“Well, you don’t pay any atten-
tion to them,” said Jack Shirkey,
76, who drives while his wife, Myr-
tle, 73, sits behind him.

It said that the agency would .
“have no choice but to recom-
mend to the secretary of trans-
portation that sanction proce-
dures . . . be initiated against
any state, should it fail to enact
effective motorcycle laws or
should it repeal such existing
legislation. .

Angered with that bit of
federal arm-twisting, Rep.
Stewart B. McKinney, R-Conn.,
introduced legislation to
prohibit DOT from withholding
funds from a state if it fails to
enact or acts to repeal a helmet
use law
_ An indentical bill also was
introduced in the Senate by
Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C.

The House Subcommittee on

volving increased inspection,
speedier law enforcement, cy-
clist education and better
licensing procedures.

DOT, nevertheless, held a
hearing on Sept. 4 over whether
to penalize Utah with loss
of federal funds. Similar hear-
ings are scheduled for Califor-
nia and llinois.

Many state and local officials:
see DOT’s insistence on forcing
its standard on the entire coun-
try as yet another distressing
example of ‘‘Big Brother” in
government.

So they have begun to fight
back.

Formed in 1970

The Power Riders—formed in
1970 in this retirement communi-
ty outside Phoenix—have mem- '
bers ranging from 50 to 76. Once a
week they ride in a pack to a
chosen site, usually within 50
miles, have lunch or a cook-out,
and ride home.

Once a group drove to the White
Mountains and back, a 260-mile

Motorcycle riding is relaxing, round trip.

“like riding a good saddle horse,”

Shirkey, a former oil-field work-

said Shirkey. “But when you ride €F and airline employe, has been
one anyplace, you've got to be riding motorcycles since boy-
four times as aware as when hood. He began riding regularly

you're driving a car.

“Anything that moves is your

. again when he joined the club.
“I’m gonna ride as long as I can,

enemy—from a honeybee to a and the rest of them feel about the
house that’s going down the road. same way,” he said.

If a grasshopper hits you in the

Shirkey, who likes to coast at 50

forehead, it will just about take miles an hour, has not had an acci-

you off the cycle.”
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dent with the club, of which he is
president.

But one hardy senior citizen fell
and broke his collarbone. He rode
about 50 miles home in that kind
of shape at about 55 miles an hour,
said Shirkey.

Fourteen states currently
have bills to repeal mandatory
laws:. Alaska, Arizona, Con-
necticut, Hawaii, Kansas,
Louisiana, - Maine, Massa-
chusetts, Mississippi, New
Mexico, South Dakota, Vir-
ginia, Washington and Wyo-
ming. o .
Transportation has scheduled
hearings Tuesday to take testi-
mony on the legislation.

The issue of how far govern-
ment should go in protecting
individuals from themselves
spurred an interesting debate
between former California
Gov. Ronald Reagan and con-
sumer activist Ralph Nader, at
a two-day conference on regu-
latory reform sponsored by the
American Enterprise Institute,
a Washington-based ‘‘think
tank.”

Reagan brought up the issue
as an example of federal over-

regulation.
“First of all,” Reagan said,
] think they are foolish to ride

a motorcycle. Second, I think
they are very foolish if they
ride it without a helmet. But I
don't think government has any
business at all telling them
they have to wear a helmet.
“Now when the government
tells them it will inspect their

_motorcycle for brakes and
.lights and anything that pre-

vents them from coming across
the centerline and endangering
me or anyone else, I'm for that.

“But if they want to ride a
motorcycle without a helmet,
they are endangering only
themselves.

Ottolene Valerie Hole, 84, who
set a world motorcycle
speed record (74.12 m.p.h.)
in 1912 while posing as a
man. Mrs. Hole was the first
woman to race cars and
motorcycles on the old
Brooklands track near Lon-
don, was one of the first
women to drive an ambul-
ance in World War I, and
was a founder of the Red
Cross Women's Transport
Service in World War IIL
Died in Warrington, Eng-
land.
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ADVENTUROUS RIDE

Photo and story credit -
The Columbus Dispatch

TWOOHIO FARM boys were stripping tobacco on the family’s Darke

R 9 o gy A County farm one day early in the century. To help speed the long and

| - S boring chore there was a lot of talking, mostly idle chatter, and a lot of
: = / wishing and dreaming.

Eventually, the boyish babbling got around to one of the big topics of
the day, the Panama-Pacific Exposition. The world’s fair was coming up in
a couple of years out in San Francisco to celebrate the opening of the
Panama Canal.

““We're going to San Francisco when they have the fair,”’ one of the
boys boasted to his father, not really convinced that they would actually
make the trip.

“‘But we kept talking about it and when the summer of 1915 came
around there we were on motorcycles heading for California,’”’ said Roy
B. Foureman of 2080 Summit St., retired Columbus school teacher and
Army officer.

Foureman, who celebrated his 80th birthday in May, still vividly
recalls many details of the big ride. His brother, who in later years
operated the family farm, died in 1961.

The same journey today is a breeze compared to the grueling ride the
Ohioans took 60 years ago. Long-distance motorcycle touring was unheard
of then. So were paved roads, roadside rest areas, and gasoline stations on
almost every corner.

There had been extensive preparations before Roy and Howard
Foureman and a companion hit the open road from their farm home near |
Greenville that July 6 long ago, sitting on stiff saddles of Wm
motorcycles. Bed rolls, suitcases and other paraphernalia were tied on
behind..

Before it was all over, the ride was to cover more than 5,000 miles,
including a quick dash down into Mexico. They sloshed through mud and
water, bounced over corduroy and brush roads, drove through tall grass in
Kansas, crossed deserts and climbed mountains. Not much chance to savor
the scenery.

“The road was so impossible in Utah that we had to ride down a
railroad track for nine miles,’”’ Foureman said.

‘“There had been only about two miles of hard surface the whole
trip,”* he continued. ‘‘That was through an area of oil storage tanks in

. Nllinois.

“It rained a lot that summer,’* Foureman recalled. ‘‘The roads were
terrible. It took us a week to get from Terre Haute to St. Louis on the
National Road. You can make the same trip today in less than three hours.
After we crossed the Mississippi, it really got rough.”

The Fouremans were accompanied.on part of the journey by Delton
Sergent of Mount Gilead. Roy had met him while attending Ohio
University.

“‘Sergent’s cycle developed engine trouble in Cheyenne and he was

i

After reminiscing about 1he 5,000-mile motorcycle trip he, hns brother and a friend took
60 years ago, Roy Foureman, now 80 years old, visits a local dealership to see what the
new models look like. But he’s not planning on riding one.

-

OnJuly 6, 1915, Roy Fouremon left, his brother Howord and Dehon Sergent r|ght pose astride thenr Indian motorcycles loaded to go “for Frisco or Bustl”
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going to stay behind for a day or two to make repairs,”’ Foureman said.
*‘He planned to catch up with us later, but we never saw him again.

*‘I later learned that he made it to San Francisco about two weeks after
we did and returped home by train. I went to Mount Gilead in 1973 to see if
I could find some trace of him, but didn’t. I couldn’t find anyone who
remembered him.

““The trip was a great adventure for those times. Not many people had
done it. A rider by the name of Cannonball Baker had gone across the
country a couple of years earlier and had received a lot of publicity. I
suppose he helped to motivate us.

*‘We learned a lot and saw a great deal of the country on our ride. But
you know, the biggest news for the folks back home was the 30 cents a
gallon we had to pay for gasoline in Idaho. Gasoline those days usually
sold for 10 or 11 cents a gallon, or maybe once in awhile up to 14 cents.
But 30 cents a gallon was unheard of, exorbitant.’’

Just finding fuel sometimes was a problem for the young travejers.
Not every small town had a gasoline station and supplies were limited in
the remote areas of the west. Occasionally, they traveled miles out of their
way to find enough to fill the 2 Y4-gallon tanks on their cycles, which
averaged 95 to 100 miles per gallon. !

Frequent flat tires also gave the Fouremans fits. More often than not
they occurred on lonely stretches of road, and the cyclists had to rely on
the small patching kits and hand pumps they carried.

‘‘Sometimes the patch would only stay on for a mile or two,”
Foureman | laughed “The cement those days wasn't too good It got
gummy and the patch slipped.”’

The cross-country riders slept *‘under the stars’ much of the time and
prepared many of their own meals, buying food supplies in grocery stores
along the way. They spent one night at a prospector’s camp in Nevada
where they were *‘treated to a good meal,”’ Foureman recollects.

Their limited funds allowed only an occasional restaurant visit. *“You
could usually get a complete meal for 20 cents,”” he said.

‘‘When we got to San Francisco we really had a treat,”” he contmued
*‘We found a Chinese restaurant where you could eat all you wanted for
15 cents. We ate and ate and ate, until we were stuffed. Then the
Chinaman came out with half a watermelon for us.”’

It took 32 days to reach San Francisco. After several days at the
world’s fair, the relentless Foureman brothers were back on their
motorcycles heading down the coast.

““San Diego was just a big country town then,’* Foureman said. ““We
headed for Tijuana. When we got to the border there was a small shanty
with a Mexican inside sleeping. He didn’t wake up and we roared into
Mexico.

““Tijuana then wasn’t the booming tourist town it is today. A few
hours there was enough and we started back to Ohio. Two months after
leaving home we were back, tired and broke."’

Foureman used the $400 he earned teaching in a one-room Darke
County school the 1914-15 school year to pay for his trip. ‘“The new
motorcycle cost $300 and the other hundred paid my expenses,’’ he noted.

He kept the motorcycle until he went into the Army in 1917 and hasn’t
taken a ride on one since. The 5,000-mile trek on a two-wheeler, under
trail-like conditions most of the way, apparently was enough to last a
lifetime.

Nevada prospector John Shirk shows off his camp.

Three days west of the Fouremans’ Darke County, Ohic, farm, the riders stop for some
picture-taking on the National Road — Rt. 40 in lllincis. That day, they advanced
58 miles 'hrough the mud.

In Missouri, the travelers tool along a brush road for a spell, somewhat hampered
by floodwaters of the Missouri River, above. An abandoned railroad track in Utah,
below, provides nine miles of more navigable roadbed than the rood.

Their goal achieved, Howord, left, and Royr pose against
boackdrop of the banners and buildings of the Panama-Pacific
Exposition, in San Francisco.
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Wanted = At one time I owned an Evans
cycle and would like to find one either
restored on one needing restoratione
The Evans cycle was manufactured
betwsen 1918 and 192l and I would like
to acquire one built between 1920 and
12li. The models built during this
period utilizes the Evans motor and the
latest model has the spring fork,
If it is not possible to find a complete
cycle I would be very interested in
parts also.
Write or call - He K. Snyder, Chicago
Display Co., 1301 Armitage
Melrose Park, Illinois
60160
Ph-312-681-4340

Wanted - Recently acquired three
Indian cycles - two are in rumning
condition but with some small parts
missing. The third, an ACE, has a
broken crankshaft and some parts
missing. The Ace needs li intake push
~rods, all 8 lower push rods with
guides., Please write me if further
information is needed. Thank you for
helping me acquire these partse
Write - Peter Wieg
1 Berlin 30
Keithstrasse 1l Germany

Wanted for '3l Indian Four =
tailight bracket as used on '28 to

¥ 135 Indians,

Early style cast iron exhaust manifold.
Wanted for 191 Indian big twin =
Front wheel or at least the hub.

Hand brake lever assenbly.

Gas headlamps.

Kick starter parts (forward kick)
Write Stanley Pernic, FR 1 Box 632C
Levi Waite Rd., Round Lake, Ill 60073

vraiee

=

Wanted - engine for 1930 Indian four,

complete.

Write - Svend AAge Jensen, Tingparken
5ly, 7200, Grindsted, Denmarke

Gentlemen, this man has most everything
needed to operate his four but needs a
motor. There may be a little language
barrier but he'll appreciate any corres-
pondence,

Wanted - Indian Fouwr motorcycle, any year,
Write - Dan Pasternak

Box 492

Eastport, New York 11941

For Sale = 2 Indian fours - 1937 and
1942, both in process of restoration.
All parts on hand plus enough engine
parts extra to build a third engine
and other assorted partse Will sell
all motorcycle equipment and parts
for $3000, All this material belonged
to my late husband, Dennis McCarthy
1219 NM Joplin Ave., Port Charlotte,
Florida 33952, Phone 813-625-2902
(letter containing this ad was dated
August 11, 1975)

Will Trade = 1930 Indian four motor, 97%
complete but not rebuilt., Needs field
coil for magrneto and two intake push
rods. Also 1928 Harley Davidson with

61 Cub and 74 Cub motor. Needs restoring.
Looking for Indian Scout or ?

| Vrite - William J. Daniel, 122}y Carby Rd.
Houston, Texas 77073
Ph 1-713-LL8-0355
Need a set of saddle bags for Chief 80
. A

For Sale or trade - 1952 or 1953 German
Steib sidecar with hydraulic brakes.
Needs work but restorable., Will sell or
trade for Indian ar Harley sidecar.

Two early model Villers with brass flywheel.
Street model and what appears to be a board
racer or dirt tracker.
Write or call Gerald Neighbors
807 Crosley St
West Monroe, Louisiana 71291
Phone 325 - 3594




Wanted - This gentleman purchased a
four that had been partially dis-
assembled. The motor was dis-assembled
to rob a piston and rod and all parts
that were removed were lost., e has
been in the process of gathering parts
and now sends a request for engine
mris.

Cylinder heads with valves, guides,
springs, head bolts, rockers, rocker
boxes, push rods and intake manifold.

I need oil pump, oil suction tube, oil
outlet, distributor tube, oil baffle
and oil pan

need dip stick, battery box, chain
guard (38-39 style), kick starter lever,
and return spring, 1 standard piston and
rod complete, 1 set of standard rings
and gasket set,

Would appreciate knowing prices on these
parts before buyings Do you have Scout

parts., Need 38-42 series Scout Bomneville

front cylinder exhaust valve lifter
L Pin 42619, Need 38 - 39 style rear
stand catch spring
Wirite Jim Meadows
5600 N Virginia #68
Reno, Nevada 89506

DECALS DECALS DECALS DECALS
We have the FINEST Decals for cycles
from 1907 to 1939. Most decals
45450 a pair, plus 50 cents for
postage and handling, Please serd
self addressed stamped envelope for
inquirys. Money orders only for
decals, Our decals are the finest.
Bob Speck - The Decal Man,

Mtd Rto #35, Box 338, Valpariso,
Ind. 46383

DECALS DECALS DECALS DECALS

—

Wanted - Side car for 193h Imdian Scout,
doesn't have to be a '3 but a '33, '35,
or '36 are all close to the '3l model.
Write - John DePhilip

111} W Magnolia Blvd,.

Burbank, Calif. 91506

Paulette Manufactures the Following

For all makes and models of Indian
of Indian Four Cylinders. If, what
you need is not listed, he will
make it on special order.

Brake pedal's - brake rods
clutch pedals - clutch rods
shifter rods

tail pipes = muffler & tail pipes
manifold guards - chain guards
tool boxes - battery cradles
ammeters - oil gauges

These and othet special parts are
made to specifications from origional
Indian factory blue prints. Drill
rod is used for all brake, clutch
and shifter rods. All parts are
tempered at stress points,

Specializing in rebuilding the
complete engine - pouring main
bearings - rebuilding rods - semi dry
Clu.'bCho

Send list of your needs for quotee
Information gladly given to help you
restore your four to origional,
Write - R.W. Paulette, P O Box 4Ol
Midway, Kentucky L0347

In the process of restoring a model

Lol four and in need of parts.

Wanted = Footboard rubbers, head lamp and

switch gear, speedometer cable and drive,

handle grips, a diagram of how seat springs

are mounted to seat frame, also a wiring

diagram and any other information on this

machine.

Write Len R, Pearce, 21 Tirinui Crest Rd
Otumoteai, Tauranga, North Island,
New Zealand.

Will Trade - Side car or Delivery Van,
complete less body. Rim width 23 inches,
not equipped with brakes, rusty butres«
torable, Make ? Year ? to early 20s.
Trade for 1935 Indian four parts or 4l =
47 Chief parts.
Write = Robert He Lamb, 1505 Bradfard NE
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503



For Sale = Classic = 1969 Clymer Munch

Mammoth L cylinder cycle. Only 1500

origional miles. She's a beautye

1941 Indian four

1940 Irdian four

1947 Indian Th Chief

1962 BSA Gold Star DBD 3l Clubman all
sport model

All above machines new or restored and in

mint condition.

Have four sets of heat riser tubes left,
also have 2 origional tail pipes for 1940
Indian four. Chrome plated - $75 each.

Write or call - Jack Maurer

14553 Coram Ave
Detroit, Michigan 48205

For Sale - 1946 - 148 Indian Sidecar body
(no chassis) only. Good condition =
$100,00, or trade for T4l parts.

Will trade several high quality shot guns,
over and under and dise by side doubles,
Je Be. Saurer, Browing, Winchester for
19446 or 1948 Chief or Spart Scout.

Will trade 1952 Jaguar XK 120 M Coupe in
very fine condition far Indian motorcycle
or Indian motorcycle collection, Will
trade fairly, value for value.
Write - Charles Leatherwood
54 S Scioto St
Ashville, Ohio 43103

Ph = 313-521-3565

—

Wanted - Sew on Indian monogram for
billed cap or jacket lapel.
Wanted for Indian four Indian head

For Sale - 1948 Indian Chief, excellent
condition. Must sell, make offer,
Write - Kurt Kuck, Box 10L,

New Knoxville, Ohio L58T1

front mudguard light and Indian head
gear shift lever knob. Also decals
for the "ACE" and the Indian.

Need head gaskets for the ACE and
1938 Indian four. Need wiring
diagram for ACE or Indian Acee
Write Don G, Liddle

Wanted = for 1940 four, origional
Generator belt guard (magneto Ign.)
Write = Billy G. Sanders

1010 Panorama Dr.

Colorado Springs, Colorado 8090k

o

I13 Austin Cresent
Wentworth 2145 Australia

Wanted - pre-World War II four in
running conditione
Write - Forest R. Bidlack

1881 Lexington NW

Warren, Ohio 485

T

Tor Sale = Have fully restared 1947
Indian Chief 7h. Color jet black = new
Chrome, saddle bags and spot lights.
Sale Price $2300.
Write = Ed Morrison

1926 Lincoln Aveo

Whiting, Indiana U639k

al

Wanted front fender for 1940 four.
Must be straight. Also magneto for
1917 Henderson, worm gear that fits
an oil pump. Have many Chief parts
including Chief 80 to trade.

Write - R. F. Burke, P O Box 3429,

Tallahassee, Florida 32303



For Sale - 1935 Indian four basket
case - $1200.

1937 Indian Standard Scout - 95%
restored - $2000

BRAND NEW INDIAN FOUR ENGINE - assembled

from 90% new parts - $3000

New parts Reproduced Tool boxes for

rigid frame Indian

fours 1929 - 1939,

Tool boxes for 101l Scout and rigid frame
Chief,

Chain guards far 1929 to 1939 Imdian
four,

1934 and earlier tail light brackets
and cups.

101 exhaust pipes and muffler.
Bullet headlights are still being
worked on and should be available in
the spring.

Send SSAE with enquiry to Earl Chalfant,
RD 1, Brookville, Pennsylvania, 15825
Phone 81-849-71418

Photo and story credit -
The Advertizer Tribune

CYCLISTS MEET-Close to 500 pe¢ple attended a con-

. PHOTO BY CHRIS HAFLEY
presldent of the orgnmzltlon which has special interest in

vention of this past weekend at the

Seneca County lllrgmunds including the Tiffinites pic-
tured here. They are (1tor) Paul Frankart, Aubrey Hess,
Stephen Hess and Urb Elchert. John Wickham, Findlay,

ylinder cycles said the organization was
formed in 1961 and this year’s fete was the biggest to be
held. Chuck Thomas, owner of the Thomas Deli-Cafe,
sponsored a dinner for over 100 of the cycle owners.




Award Time By The President

Thejob of keeping the meet Sometimes becomes a
and program on schedule . tiresome job

Pictures of President Wickham at the meets plus any others some may have will be
published in the next issue in a picture tribute to John E Wickham. Any comments
members and friends wish to add, we will be happy to print them .

Editor




The Indian Four Cylinder Motorcycle Club, Inc. was organized

.. . to help members and owners of the Indian Four and
other American made fours to maintain and restore these
famous machines.

. . to help as muzh as possible to locate parts to
keep the Indian Four and other American made fours - the
Pierce - Henderson - Ace, from becoming obsolute.

. that the Indian Four Cylinder Club shall by no
means be exploited in any way or fall into unscruplous
hands to be ruled or run for the benefit of any one
individual or group of individuals. It shall remain as
was origionally organized in purpose for the benefit
of owners of the Indian, Pierce, Henderson, or Ace,
or such American made four cylinder motorcycles as the
members of the Indian Four Cylinder Club deem accept-
able in the club.

.. . to promote good fellowship and trust among
members.

. . . . to encourage all members to take active part
in helping the club grow.

Officers, Indian Four Cylinder Club, Inc. 1975 - 1977
President John E. Wickham
Vice President Herman E. Metzger Jr.
Secretary Dr. Claude Walters
Treasurer James L. Cook
Trustee for 3 years Ed Wolski
Trustee for 2 year Dave Sloan
Trustee for 1 year Jack Maurer
Sergeant-At-Arms Robert Aldrich
Referee

Assistant Referee

Reporter

INDIAN FOUR CYLINDER NEWS

EDITOR, 1966 - 1967 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . CECIL HASSER
EDITOR, 1968 - 1970 . . . . . . . . . . . .« . . . .. JOHN E. WICKHAM
EDITOR, 1970 - « » omE o m % a5 & w4 e w s . . . THOMAS J. MILES

ASSISTANT EDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . oo . .. AL FELDMAN




Join the fun —

Attend the next motorcycle activity

in your locality

RIDE AN SFdiam mortorcyclLE




